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St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
601 6th Street NE 

Devils Lake, ND  58301-2525 

 

Phone:  701-662-4911 

FAX:  701-662-4820 

Email: stolaf@gondtc.com 

 

www.stolfchurchdevilslake.com 
 

Pastor Jim Paulson 

Email: stolafprjim@gondtc.com 

 

Deacon James W. Travers 

Family Ministry Coordinator 

 

Darci Gilbertson 

Office & Financial Secretary 
 

Kirk Sweeney, Custodian 
 

Dan Nybo, Organist 

 

Sundays  
Starting September 1st 

 

Worship  ................................... 9:30 a.m. 

Coffee Fellowship ...................... 10:40 a.m. 

 

Sunday School .......................... 10:40 a.m. 
Starting September 8th 
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Alyssa Schall 
Chad & Amanda Engen 

SSgt. Sherri Read & 
SSgt. Barry Read 

Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson 
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson 
Grant Thompson 

Justin & Jill Johnson 
Derrick Owens 

Jonathan Pearson 
Matthew Martin 

Sgt. Major Brian Soper 
Nevon Heisler 

Brian Pederson 
Cory Schall 
Brent Schall 

Amy & Cory Everson 
Austin Dammen 
Ryan Mertens 
Gregory Fritz 

Spc. Jade Baker 
Major Miranda Iverson 
SSgt. Billyjo Sandberg 
2d Lt. Cassidy Pearson 
Lt. Col. John Boynton 

Kaitlyn Thompson 
 
 

If you know 
of someone 
serving in the 
military, 
please let  
the church 
office  
(662-4911) 
know.  

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving 

July General Fund Expenses  
Auto Exp (Mileage) ..................... 118.48 
BCBS Exp ..................................... 836.00 
Church Supplies .......................... 160.01 
Convention Exp (Assembly) ........ 278.46 
Custodian HIR Exp ....................... 280.00 
Otter Tail Power Co. .................... 826.00 
FMC Housing Allow ..................... 392.94 
MDU –Gas Exp.  .......................... 548.00 
Insurance Exp .............................. 533.58 
Maintenance Exp ........................ 845.80 
   -Fire alarm monitoring ............. 582.44 
   -Ace Hardware ........................... 31.99 
   -Nardini (annual inspect) ......... 231.37 
 Missions: 
Special Gifts—Out (Mission Box) 
     C.A.R. (June) ......................... $300.00 
Miscellaneous Exp ....................... 34.77: 
    Vanco: 34.77 (EFTs) 
Office Equip. (Lease) ................... 655.89 
Office Supplies ................................ 4.83 
Pastor Housing Allowance……..2,000.00 
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ......... 378.42 
Payroll Exp .................................. 675.69 

Pension/Ins Exp  ..................... 3 ,084.69 
Postage Exp ................................ 126.60 
Retreat Ctr. Exp. (Guide One Ins)150.00 
City of Devils Lake  ...................... 122.71 
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ... 373.37 
VBS Exp ....................................... 350.78 
Worship Supplies ........................ 519.00 
Youth Activity Exp ....................... 500.00 
Wages .................................... 11,357.57 
 
Total Expenses .................... $25,453.59 
Total  income: .......................... 23,402.47 

Electronic Giving for JULY (27 Households):    $3,685.00 

Date 
 

July 28 
August 4 
August 11 
August 18 

Attendance 
8:30 a.m.  11:00 p.m. 
45  70 
49  66 
45  71  
62  95 

 General Fund 
 

$2,401.00 
$4,275.00 
$3,430.00 
$3,475.00 

Retreat Center Fund 

July Expenses 
Nodak ......................................... 94.00 
Guide One Insurance ................ 150.00 
Elshaug Septic Vac .................... 520.00 
DL Glass & Paint .......................... 49.33 

 

 
The Retreat Center Fund is a separate fund from 

general operating expenses.  

S.A.A.F.— The clear box at the back of the sanctuary (entrance) is set up at each 

worship service to bring awareness to missions that we want to support with our 
donations.  Each month we will highlight the mission of the month.  We will send the 
donations collected in SEPTEMBER to the Safe Alternatives for Abused Families of 
Devils Lake.  SAAF is a local, non-profit organization offering advocacy services to 
victims of domestic and sexual violence. In addition, they assist those who are vic-
tims of crimes in recognizing their rights as a crime victim and help guide and sup-
port them throughout the court process. All the services that SAAF provides are free 
of charge.  If you have a friend or family member (male or female) in need of their 
services, call 662-7378.  
 
The SAAF House in currently in need of: personal hygiene products (body soap, 
shampoo & conditioner, hair brushes, toothpaste, toothbrushes),  underwear (all 
sizes), queen-size sheet sets. These items can be placed on the shelf in the Centenni-
al Room marked for the SAAF House.  
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Follow God’s Spirit wherever it Leads 

Recently, we 
learned that Jamie 
Travers, our Dea-
con for 23 years, 
accepted a new call 
to serve at Sharon 
Lutheran in Grand 
Forks. We all wish 
Jamie the very best in this exciting 
new ministry venture and yet will 
grieve his absence here at St. Olaf. 
When I interviewed for the position 
of pastor about 3 1/2 years ago, it 
was emphasized by the call com-
mittee just how important it was to 
keep the current staff. I assured the 
call committee then that I would do 
whatever I could to keep our cur-
rent staff. In the past three years, I 
have been blessed to do ministry 
with the excellent team of Jamie, 
Darci Gilbertson, Dan Nybo, and Kirk 
Sweeney. I also enjoyed the time 
that Samatha Richards served as our 
choir director for about a year. But 
God’s work is full of surprises and 
we as people of faith are to follow 
God’s spirit wherever it leads. 
 
I am quite grateful for Jamie’s gifts 
that were shared with us in so many 
ways and, as everyone knows, he 
will be greatly missed. Jamie and I 
worked well together, but we know 
there are times when God leads us 
to make changes. This is one of 
those times when we are called to 
believe that God knows better than 
we do especially if we don’t like the 
change. Our faith tells us to be con-
fident that both Sharon Lutheran 
and St. Olaf will be provided with 
the resources needed to do ministry 
in 2019/2020. 
 
My point is that I can be grateful for 
my three years of working with Ja-
mie and many of you can be thank-
ful for having known Jamie for 10 or 

more years. Since 
Jamie was in-
volved in so many 
activities here at 
St. Olaf and in the 
Devils Lake com-
munity, it isn’t 
hard to see we 

have many challenges now. Like, 
how do we cover those youth and 
family functions and the other re-
sponsibilities Jamie had? 
 
To answer that question, I ask for 
your help and prayers, especially in 
the next few months. You see, we’ll 
be reviewing Jamie’s more recent 
responsibilities as a Deacon serving 
as Family Ministry Coordinator. I’ll 
be working with our Council Presi-
dent, Dan Ness, and other members 
who will serve on a Transition 
Team. We will explore our current 
needs, our financial stewardship, 
and what has changed over the 23 
years of Jamie’s service at St. Olaf. A 
list of upcoming events will point to 
the immediate needs we have and 
your prayers will be important as 
we all consider our individual gifts. 
You can pray for God to guide us 
and how the faith in our hearts calls 
us to say “yes” when we might oth-
erwise say “no”. But what is most 
important to realize is that it is up 
to us in the short term to find ways 
to cover the responsibilities of Fami-
ly Ministry Coordinator. After we do 
the work of updating our ministry 
needs, we’ll look at recruiting staff 
to compliment our contributions. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor 
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Gerald “Jerry” Johnson Sr. 
Ethel “Effie” Hanson 

 

If you or someone you know are in 

need of prayers,  

please contact the church office: 

662-4911.  

 

Your name and concern will be 

held before God and prayed for by 

everyone on the Prayer Chain.  

 
You will be asked if you would like 

to be included in the prayers at  

Sunday worship or you may 

request it.  

 

 

 
 

Barrett Whight 
Son of Rodney Whight and  

Kyra Kostecki 
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Faith & Care Group #3—September 2019 
Memorials 
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Duaine & Barb Ash 
Lisa Bachmeier 
Robert Banet, Bailee, Caleb 
Roxanne & Mike Barendt, Morgan, Han-
nah 
Orlinda Bendickson 
Rodney Bennes 
Terry & Beth Black, Molly, Elle, Charly 
Janice Breakey 
Jared & Deann Brown, Ellen 
Jon & Cindy Brown, Drew, Casey, 
Reagan, Bailey 
Gene & Melissa Burkhard, Brady, Toby 
Dennis & Paulette Clemenson 
Kermit & Glenna Garske 
Judy Hager 
Helen Hanson 
Norman Janzen 
Leonard Jemtrud 
Dona Krahler, Jadyn & Zachary 
Amber Lara, Clint, Kasyn, Esperanza 
Ruby Lohnes, Dani 
Richard Mahoney 
Brandon & Kelsey Mertens, Holden, 
Leightyn, Gannon 
Don Mertens, Ryan 
Duane Moen 

Kent & Hayley Ness, Ty 
Chuck & Barb Olson, Alex, Kelley, Mallo-
ry 
Linda Olson 
Sigurd Olson (Oberon) 
Derrick & Holly Owens, Alexander 
Stella Papachek 
Jacqueline Peterson, Jesse 
Myrna Peterson 
Harry & Darlene Pflaum 
Mabel Rabadeaux 
Bonnie Rader, James 
Sharon Rance 
Anne Rasmusson, David, Blake 
Arvin & Jeanette Rohrer 
Marlene & Dana Salisbury 
Cory & Tobey Schall, Austin, Alyssa 
Stacy & Shannon Schmidt, Preston 
Valerie Sensiba 
Valerie Skadsem 
Gaylene & Lawrence Tollefson 
Kristie Tollefson 
Kristi Trottier & Travis Pflaum 
Nicole Tollefson, Austin 
Orville & Audrey Wang, Autumn, George 
Nancy Watt, Brandon 
Kristi Ystaas 

Faith & Care Group #4—October 2019 
Beth Berg 
Carly Braathen, Riley 
Wade & Rebecca Christianson, Cayden, 
Ethan 
Sonja Clemenson 
Lisa Craddock, Charles 
Robert Dahl 
John & Kim Dahlen, Cassandra &  
Christopher 
Yvonne Erickstad 
Eric & Crystal Eversvik, Gannon, Bryer, 
Delainey, Amelia 
Tammy Fischer, Garrett, John, Michael 
Steven & Evonne Geigle, Kade, Micah 
Dale Giedd & Loretta Bloomquist 
Lance & Becky Hawkins, Maria, Isabelle 
Jim & Candy Helgeson 
Rob Hendrickson 
Ken Hunt 
Jason & Amber Hunter, Gabriella, Ryder, 
Hudson 
Gerald, Jr. & Kristen Johnson, Chase & 
Morgan 

Jan Johnson, Brittany & Kayla 
Jerry & Kara Johnson, Jeremiah 
Josh & Nicole Kuntz, Hayden, Halle 
Mike & Kristina Kuntz, Jack & Mallory 
Jeff & Kathy Lovseth 
Richard Lybeck 
Doris Michaels 
Vernon Moen 
Charles & Helen Nelson 
Louise Oleson 
Judy Ovre 
Mark & Kristel Peterson, Craig, Kelsey 
Betty Jane Rushfeldt 
Tyler & Emily Schiele, Kynlee, Tucker, 
Bo 
Sheldon Severtson 
Wayne & Helen Simon 
Kyle Sletteland 
Ray & Judy Strong 
Janel Taylor 
Janice Thompson 
Steve & Jan Visby, Adam & Alyssa 
Shirley Webster 

General Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Robert “Bob” Schilling, husband of 
Becky Megorden (Overbo) Schilling  
from Kitty Overbo 
Marilyn Braathan from Carol & 
Rocky Pederson 
Gerald “Jerry” Johnson, Sr. from Ray 
& Judy Strong, Judy Cox, Dale & 
Loretta Giedd, Richard & Sandra Lun-
de, 
Dennis & Jean Aardahl 
 

Men’s Club Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Jerry Johnson from Myrna Unger 
 

Retreat Center Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Palmer & Lois Foss from Allan & 
LaMae Bergan 
Betty Soper from Marlene Young 
Jerry Johnson from Marlene Young, 
Rodger Haugen, Alvin Herda 
Ethel “Effie” Hanson from Gary Bryn 
 

Norway Cemetery Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Palmer & Lois Foss from Allan & 
LaMae Bergan 
 

Youth Scholarship Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Darren Blazer from Myrna Unger 
 

Building Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Jerry Johnson from Newton & Karen 
Lindseth 
Marilyn Braathen from Peggy & Bob 
Plemel 
 

St. Olaf Foundation 
In MEMORY of 

Jerry Johnson from Harris & Dianne 
Saele 
Harlen Pratt from Harris & Dianne 
Saele 
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Worship 9:30 

Sunday School Registration 10:30 

Classes Begin 10:40 

     Join in wishing     
    Deacon Jamie a   

   fond farewell at a 
potluck lunch from 

10:45 a.m. until  
1:30 p.m. 

 
  BBQs & Cake will be 

   provided and members    
    are asked to bring a 

side to share. 
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Dear Members of the Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA, 
 
I’ve just returned from a week of worship, prayer, reports, business and fellowship at our triennial Churchwide As-
sembly in Milwaukee. I give thanks for the 19 voting members from Eastern North Dakota Synod who joined nearly 
1,000 voting members and visitors who gathered from across this church.  It was quite amazing to spend time with 
ELCA brothers and sisters in Christ from Alaska (our domestic companion synod) to the Caribbean to Hawaii and 
every state in between.  
 
There was much accomplished.  You can find a list of assembly actions taken by visiting www.elca.org/cwa-
2019/ .   The one action which is getting the most attention is the decision to declare this church as a “sanctuary” de-
nomination. Though there was agreement welcoming people is a matter of faith and not a political issue, how we live 
into being a sanctuary denomination was unclear.  In good Lutheran fashion, we wrestled with the question “What 
does this mean?”.  After much deliberation, the assembly directed the church council, synods and congregations to 
continue to wrestle with the question. 
   
The ELCA has a long history of advocating for immigrants and working to welcome and resettle refugees. In fact, sev-
eral congregations in our synod sponsored refugees following World War II and again after the Vietnam War. In its 
simplest form, becoming a sanctuary denomination means that the ELCA is publicly declaring that walking 
alongside immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith.   Without a doubt, each synod and congregation will be led 
in different ways to respond to current and future challenges and opportunities related to immigration. 
 
Today, people migrate for all kinds of reasons. For some it might be hunger or employment while others are fleeing 
violence and are literally running for their lives.  Most immigrants desire to be in their homeland, but to no fault of 
their own, there is no option other than to flee.  Nearly 70 million people have been forced to leave their home-
land.  Those finding themselves and their families in horrific situations is at an all-time high.   
  
I trust we can all agree this is not God’s desire for God’s children.  Furthermore, I hope we can all agree this should be 
a concern for the church.  If we can agree on these two, they become the common ground where our churches can 
pray, converse and discern. While we may have different ideas about how to fix a broken immigration system 
and may have different ways of loving our neighbors, our call to do so is central to our faith.  This is where we 
begin. 
   
Some members will volunteer or donate to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services (LIRS), others may wish to 
learn more and/or support the ELCA’s AMMPARO* strategy, others may wish to write letters to legislators or to join 
a march to advocate for change, still others may find ways to support immigrant families in their own communities or 
help improve conditions in other countries through mission work.  
 
Unfortunately, as our church begins the conversation of what this action means, some media outlets have tried to an-
swer the question for us.  This has caused confusion and misinformation.  Please know, from a polity standpoint, noth-
ing in this action binds synods, congregations, or any other organizations affiliated with the church.   Simply put, 
though I hope we roll up our sleeves and respond to those who are in unimaginable situations, this action does not re-
quire congregations to do anything.  Also, there is no call in the action for civil disobedience or any illegal actions. 
  
In response to this churchwide assembly action, it is my hope and prayer as individuals and congregations you will 
thoughtfully engage in prayer, discernment and conversation. As you do so, a centering question might be:  How are 
we being called to work for justice and peace in this place and in this time? 
 
Please know if you have questions, concerns or hopes, you may contact the synod office at 701-232-3381.  As always, 
the synod staff and I stand ready to assist you and your congregation in whatever way is helpful. 
 
In Christ, 
Bishop Terry A. Brandt 
 
 * AMMPARO stands for Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportuni-
ties.  
Learn more at: https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO?_ga=2.194819885.1858412697.1565982890-
1384365241.1548869289 
 
 

http://www.elca.org/cwa-2019/
http://www.elca.org/cwa-2019/
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO?_ga=2.194819885.1858412697.1565982890-1384365241.1548869289
https://www.elca.org/AMMPARO?_ga=2.194819885.1858412697.1565982890-1384365241.1548869289
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August Church Council Meeting Minutes  
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St Olaf Council Meeting,  
Tuesday, August 13, 2019 

Present:   Jamie Travers, Pastor Jim, 
Dan Ness, Darci Gilbertson, Mike 
Boehmer, Sherry Boehmer, Cindy 
Brown, Dale Giedd, Jim Wang, Kitty 
Overbo, Daria Miller, Jeri Steffan, Crys-
tal Eversvik. Absent: Dona Krahler 
 
Dan Ness called the meeting to order. 
A motion was made by Jeri S.  to ap-
prove last month’s minutes and 2nd by 
Dale.  
 
Mike Boehmer presented the Treasur-
er’s Report.  We have $50,872.32 in the 
Designated Fund, $17,897.03 in the 
Building Fund and a negative balance in 
the General Fund of (1,616.35) as of 
July 31st. 
 
Pastor Jim’s report was reviewed. He 
planned July/August worship, visited 
many members, coordinated church 
musicians, wrote the August Pastor 
Page, weekly staff meeting & text study 
meetings, chapel service at Odd Fel-
lows, funeral & family services for Ger-
ald Johnson, Sr., baptismal counseling 
for Barrett Whight’s baptism, premari-
tal & wedding planning with Paige 
Sandvik & Chris Dahlen, brief council 
meeting between services July 21, pre-
marital counseling & wedding planning 
with Tyson Lynne and Tracy Schlieve, 
participated at Red Willow Bible Camp 
for 7th graders , partipicated in Prayer 
Vigil Service at Roosevelt Park on 
08/05, taught class at Senior Center, 
registered for Fair Hills Retreat, Living 
History Day at Ft. Totten, Transition 
work. 
 
Deacon Jamie Travers submitted his 
report. He helped lead worship every 
Sunday, lead the Sr. High Train Trip to 
Montana, met with Christian Ed Board, 
worked on finding Sunday School 
Teachers for this fall, prepped Sunday 
School & confirmation material, started 
cleaning out and organizing the youth 
ministry storage room & supplies on 
3rd floor, various pastoral visits with     
 
 
 

youth, attended their community 
events and other duties including prep 
work for coming events and activities. 
On August 9th, he accepted a new call 
to Sharon Lutheran Church in Grand 
Forks, ND and submitted his resigna-
tion to St. Olaf Lutheran Church in Dev-
ils Lake. 
 
Christian Education: Met August 7. 
Present: Jamie Travers, Cindy Brown 
and Brian Quam. 52 students attended 
VBS. Sunday School Teachers found. At 
this time, Wednesday school will not 
be offered this year. Old business: sup-
plies need to be organized—Anne Ras-
musson will take care of this. 3rd grade 
room is in need of repairs. One 7th 
grader went to Red Willow Bible Camp 
the week of July 14. New business: 
Confirmation orientation: Sept. 18 at 
7:00 p.m. Rally Day: Sunday, Sept. 8 
starting at 10:30 a.m. Next meeting will 
be held August 29th. 
 
Church Properties: The Retreat Center 
Committee met Aug. 4. New business: 
Rib Feed will be Saturday, Sept. 21st at 
6 p.m. Many projects completed. Ar-
men & Connie Hanson took care of the 
mowing. More projects are planned. A 
big thank you to everyone who helped 
maintain the Retreat Center Property. 
The Church Properties Board met Au-
gust 5. Dennis Aardahl made a motion 
to accept 3 of the 4 bids for the parking 
lots  to be presented to the council. 
Newton Lindseth, 2nd. Newton is work-
ing with coffee maker company to get 
another new replacement. A new 
building was donated and set up at the 
Norway Cemetery. The committee is 
looking at getting St. Olaf ready for 
winter. 
 
Congregational Life: Sherry reported 
that work on updating the church 
membership list is still going strong. 80 
out of 425 households have been up-
dated. 
 
Unfinished business: Dale Giedd pre-
sented bids for the parking lots.  Cracks 
will be cleaned out, the parking lots will 
be sealed then the stripes will be paint-
ed. Jeri S. moved to accept the bid 

from Jeff Dahlen—$3,000 and 
Burkhardt painting—$500. Discussion 
was also held on redoing the entrances 
to the parking lots. The city will cover 
the cost of the concrete work of the 
entrances (east and west) - $1,940.31 
and assess St. Olaf for the entrances 
$1,940.31. The rest of the east side-
walk, curb & gutter—$4,355.53 is St. 
Olaf’s responsibility. The total assess-
ment for 10 years = $6,295.83.  Dale 
also reported that St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church has committed $1,000 to this 
parking lot. Cindy Brown moved to ac-
cept the city of Devils Lake’s proposal 
to tear up and replace the east parking 
lot entrance with concrete and widen, 
redo the sideway to the east with the 
total cost assessed over 10 years. Mike 
2nd. Motion carried.  The building is 
complete at the Norway Cemetery. 
Keys are available in the office or from 
Jerry Miller. 
 
New Business: Daria made a motion to 
accept the resignation of Jamie Trav-
ers. 2nd by Cyrstal. Motion carried. A 
transition team made up of St. Olaf 
members will be formed to help find 
members to fill in where needed after 
Jamie has left and to review the job 
description. 
 
Training on the use of AEDs 
(automated external defibulator) will 
be held at St. Olaf on Sunday, Sept. 22 
at 10:40 a.m.   
The Men’s Club donated $2,000 and 
four St. Olaf members donated 
$335.00.  
for new batteries and pads along with 
the renewing of the program needed 
for the AEDs. Thank you to the Men’s 
Club and members! 
 
A farewell potluck lunch (with BBQs & 
Cake supplied) was planned for Sun-
day, Sept. 8. 
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 
Submitted by, 
Darci Gilbertson 
Administrative Assistant 
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