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Palm/Sunday of the Passion  
Sunday, March 28, 2021 
 
Prelude 
 

OPENING WITH PALMS  
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Palm Sunday Narrative 
Mark 11:1-11 
1
 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near 

the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 
2 
and said to them, “Go into 

the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 

3 
If anyone says 

to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will 
send it back here immediately.’” 

4 
They went away and found a colt tied near 

a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 
5 
some of the bystand-

ers said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
6 
They told them 

what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 
7 
Then they brought 

the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 
8 
Many people 

spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut in the fields. 

9 
Then those who went ahead and those who followed 

were shouting, “Hosanna!     Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord! 

10 
    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosan-

na in the highest heaven!” 
11 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the 
temple; and when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 
Blessing of Palms: The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
 
The people raise their palm branches.  
 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messi-
ah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who hold them. Grant us grace to follow 
our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrec-
tion, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen  
 
 Let us go forth in peace, In the name of Christ.  
 
Opening Hymn: ELW #344—“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
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 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Hymn of Praise—ELW #338— 
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Prayer of the Day  
 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious vic-
tory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
  
 Announcements  
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9 
 
 

4
The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 

5
The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 

6
I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 

7
The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  

8
he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 

9a
It is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty?  
   
     The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm 31:9-16 
  
9
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 

10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 

11
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 

acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 

12
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a broken pot.  
 

13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 

14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 

  I have said, “You are my God. 
 

15
My times are in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 

16
Let your face shine upon your servant; 

  save me in your steadfast love.”  
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 Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 

 
1
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2 
make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. 
3 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 

as better than yourselves. 
4 
Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 

the interests of others. 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 
6
who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 
7
but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  
8
he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 

 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 
10

so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 
11

and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father.  

   

     The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation—ELW #176 

 
 
Passion Narrative Mark 15:1-15 

 
The passion story in Mark’s gospel presents Jesus as one who dies abandoned 
by all. He shows himself to be the true Son of God by giving his life for those who 
have forsaken him. 
1
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 

and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. 

2
Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" He an-

swered him, "You say so." 
3
Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 

4
Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See how many charges they 

bring against you." 
5
But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 

6
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 

asked. 
7
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had com-

mitted murder during the insurrection. 
8
So the crowd came and began to ask Pi-

late to do for them according to his custom. 
9
Then he answered them, "Do you 

want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 
10

For he realized that it was out 
of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. 

11
But the chief priests 

stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
12

Pilate 
spoke to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?" 

13
They shouted back, "Crucify him!" 

14
Pilate asked them, 

"Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Crucify him!" 
15

So 
Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flog-
ging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
Hymn of the Day—ELW #352—”O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
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Apostles’ Creed—P. 105 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. 
Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. 
Heal us and empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. Your mer-
cy is great. 
 
In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: 
restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas 
affected by climate change (especially), grant relief from natural disasters 
(especially), and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the 
powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain sol-
diers, and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest 
need. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are con-
demned to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strength-
en those who are mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially); grant 
respite and renewal. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and fu-
neral directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who 
plan and lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith 
you have given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the 
promises of baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead. Hear 
us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Offering Music 
  
Great Thanksgiving p. 152 
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Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer—P. 154 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
“Lamb of God” — P. 154 

 

 

 

Communion—ELW #335—”Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 
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Let us pray. 
 
God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn ELW #347—”Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
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Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 


