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SUNDAYS:
9:30 Worship with Communion
10:40 Sunday School
WEDNESDAYS:
7:00 Confirmation

Please read letter on page 7

The clear box at the back of the sanctuary (entrance) is
set up at each worship service to bring awareness to missions that we want to support with our donations. Each
month we will highlight the mission of the month. We
will send the donations collected in October to the Hope
Center of Devils Lake. The mission of the Hope Center is to Demonstrate Christ's Love by helping meet the Nutritional, Emotional and
Spiritual needs of others. Through regular food distributions and special programs, they are meeting needs and impacting hunger in the
Lake Region. Visit their website www.hopecenterdevils-lake.com and
go to "Get Involved" section to learn how you can be a part. If you are
in need of assistance, visit their "Need Help Now?" section or stop by
during business hours.

Alyssa Schall
Chad & Amanda Engen
SSgt. Sherri Read &
SSgt. Barry Read
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson
Grant Thompson
Justin & Jill Johnson
Derrick Owens
Jonathan Pearson
Matthew Martin
Sgt. Major Brian Soper
Nevon Heisler
Brian Pederson
Cory Schall
Brent Schall
Amy & Cory Everson
Austin Dammen
Ryan Mertens
Gregory Fritz
Spc. Jade Baker
Major Miranda Iverson
SSgt. Billyjo Sandberg
2d Lt. Cassidy Pearson
Lt. Col. John Boynton
Kaitlyn Thompson
Matthew Alexander
Trentin Ystaas

August General Fund Expenses
Auto Exp (Mileage) ................... $224.00
BCBS Exp ..................................... 662.40
Church Supplies .......................... 246.32
Envelope Exp ........................... 1,050.90
Convention Exp (Assembly) ........ 370.25
Custodian HIR Exp....................... 280.00
Mission: EaND Synod (2% Env. Giving)
Total sent to Synod ....................... 0
Electricity Exp ............................. 771.00
Envelope Giving Exp (EFT) ............ 44.15
Gas (MDU) Exp ........................... 398.00
Insurance Exp ............................. 626.17
Maintenance Exp ........................ 158.01
Miscellaneous Exp ........................ 20.00
Office Equip. .............................. 626.67
Pastor Housing Allowance……..2,000.00
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ......... 385.76
Payroll Exp .................................. 565.38
Pension/Ins Exp ...................... 1,617.37
Postage Exp ................................ 121.72
Retreat Ctr. Exp. (Guide One Ins)150.00

If you know of
someone serving in
the military, please
let the church office
(662-4911) know.
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City of Devils Lake ...................... 124.02
Special Gifts—Out: 2,125.00
Transfer to Retreat Ctr.......... 2,000.00
Cardmember Services (tablet) . 125.00
Sunday School Exp...................... 425.81
Telephone/Internet/Surv. .......... 466.80
Worship Exp ............................... 103.41
Youth Activity Exp......................... 82.68
Wages .................................... 10,152.14
Total Expenses .................... $24,000.57
Total Income: ......................... 20,220.29

Retreat Center Fund
Expenses
Guide One In. .................. $150.00
Greater Ramsey Water ........ 20.45
MDU .................................... 21.00
Nodak .................................. 90.00

General Fund Envelope Giving & Gifts & Memorials
Date
August 30
September 6
September 13
September 20

9:30 a.m.

Envelope Giving

Gifts & Memorials

19
22
27
23

$3,030.00
$1,635.00
$2,400.00
$4,495.00

$10.00

Electronic Giving for AUGUST (34 Households):

$4,580.00

Promises of God Assure Us
If you are like me, you want this
current focus on stopping the
spread of the coronavirus pandemic to be over. You want this
time to be long gone and to be
remembered only as a bad
dream or a nightmare. You
want the concern for social distancing and the need to wear a
mask to be over. You want vaccines to be safe and available so
we can feel less vulnerable and
to return to all the community
events and to restore the sense
of community we need. You
want to hug someone and not
feel like you are giving or getting
something involving sickness.
But what happens when we
want to fast forward through
these times, when we might
busy ourselves to forget the trials of this time? What are we
missing when we think like that?
What does our faith in a loving
and gracious God have to do
with that kind of thinking?

through the lens of us being justified by grace through faith and
that we each have a calling to
vocation. Luther gave us ways
of understanding God that help
to recognize God’s presence in
our lives. When we think to look
Pastor Jim Paulson
for God in the highs of life experience, it is called the theology of
many things that divide up our
glory. It could be a dramatic
time, attention and resources. In healing, a big success, or someJack Fortin’s The Centered Life, thing that seems supernatural.
he talks about living a life cenAlternatively, the theology of the
tered in Christ rather than to
cross doesn’t deny that highs
strive for the so called “balanced happen in our lives, but it delife.” In Fortin’s view the
clares that God is more often
“balanced life” is a myth as we
present to us through the ordihave to respond to the needs
nary and natural events of life.
that are in front of us first. His
So, while we deal with the loss
point is this, if our child is sick,
of life and jobs, sickness, and
we focus on getting them well
disruptions to our way of life,
and not on finding time for all the God is very present to us no
other things. People may have
matter what when we undertouted living a “balanced life” as stand the theology of the cross.
the answer to handle life’s
Fortin said this about the theolostresses, but all those things
gy of the cross: “we may experithat divide or make our lives a
ence God most clearly in the
fragmented mess aren’t about
‘lows’ of life, the brokenness and
No question, we are definitely
God. In fact, the author argued
failures, even the zero point at
tired of the coronavirus and we
that being so focused on achiev- which we are helpless to do anyare tired of what it has done to
ing the “balanced life” ignores
thing for ourselves”. St. Paul
our way of life, our jobs, and our the callings that each of us have meant this when he said in 2
economy. A recent NPR article
in our baptism—to love God and Corinthians 12:10: “Whenever I
mentioned that already more
serve others in some vocation.
am weak, then I am strong.”
than 200,000 people have perSo, while we live in this time, it is
ished in the U.S. from COVID-19 As people of faith it is more imokay to pray for cures and healand one of the worries is now
portant to know what God is do- ing to end the pandemic. Our
the pandemic fatigue where
ing and how we fit in that kingburdens can wear us down, espeople stop wearing masks and dom work. Reformation Sunday pecially when we miss being
don’t follow social distancing.
isn’t that far away and with it
physically present as community
The upcoming Presidential elec- comes the celebration of youth
and when we miss the human
tion will in part be decided by the being confirmed. Here our
contact. However, may we seek
anger many feel about our govyouth will affirm the Christian
God right now in all the situaernment’s handling of the panfaith given to them in baptism as tions we face, whether those be
demic, so we have to ask about being their own to nurture and
celebrations or in the “lows” of
sensing God through difficult
grow, and with it a commitment
life. That is the promise we
times.
to responsibly take part in minis- have from God and what our
try and mission for the congrefaith says about trusting in God!
What I want to say is that our
gation and beyond. When we
view of God matters in this situa- think of Martin Luther and the
tion. Dealing with the current
Reformation, our understanding
3 3
pandemic is just one aspect of
of God became understood

Sept. Council Meeting Minutes
The church council met Tuesday,
Sept. 15, 2020 at noon via Zoom.

A reminder for everyone to
save your items for our Spring
Rummage Sale, which will be
the first Saturday in
May.............Lord willing!
November is our Thank Offering Month. This is for ALL
Women of St. Olaf. The envelopes can't be at church this
year because of the COVID. If
you would like to be a part of
this endeavor, please mail you
contribution to Phyllis Nelson.
This money is used for special
projects of WELCA throughout
the US and around the globe.
WELCA also appreciates any
donations and memorials.
Without our regular meeting,
we have a shortage of funds
for our own mission projects.
PLEASE consider helping in
some way. Be sure to designate where the funds are to
go on the memo line of your
check, to WELCA or Thank
Offering.
Thank you in advance for anything you are able to do.
Be Safe, Be Well!
Prayerfully,
Myrna Unger
WELCA President
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Present: Mike Boehmer, Pastor
Jim, Cindy Brown, Dale Giedd
and Darci Gilbertson. Not present: Dan Ness, Evan Markestad,
Jeri Steffan, Sherry Boehmer,
Daria Miller, Crystal Eversvik. No
quorum.
Pastor Jim opened the meeting
with a devotion.
Discussion was held on staffing
change. Adding a position that
would assist with technology for
worship services and a vocalist.
The current position of Youth Coordinator will continue to be evaluated. No action taken due to
lack of quorum.
Discussed a new outdoor sign.
An estimate & design of an electronic LED sign that would be attached to the current structure
has been reviewed. Action will be
determined.

Pastor Jim applied for a ND Resiliency Grant for COVID19 pro-

tection equipment. A response
has not been received as of today. Some items that would be
purchased with the proceeds:
touchless hand & soap dispensers, touchless paper towel dispensers, replacing the water
fountains—one on each floor—
with a water bottle refiller. These
items would help stop the spread
of the virus.
Dale G. reported that a Retreat
Center review was scheduled for
members to gather outside the
RC to compile a list of projects
needed to be completed— from
foundation to roof and more.
Mike gave a reported the account
balances as of August 31st: Designed Funds: $91,565.94, Building Fund: $50,658.79 and the
General Fund: 19,587.46.
Plans for the 2021 Mission Plan/
Budget meetings are underway.
Property assessments for 2021
were received and are being reviewed.
Discussion was held on St. Olaf’s
building and grounds. The trim
around the big windows needs
attention.
Cindy reported that 30 students
were registered for Sunday
School. A teacher is needed for
3rd/4th Grade and 5th/6th Grade.
The meeting ended with the
Lord’s Prayer.

If you or someone you
know are in need of prayers, please contact the
church office:
662-4911.

Submitted by,
Darci Gilbertson

Your name and concern will be
held before God and prayed for
by everyone on the Prayer
Chain.
You will be asked if you would like
to be included in the prayers at
Sunday worship or you may
request it.

Mathew Malek
William Byram

Faith & Care Group #2—October 2020
Dennis & Jean Aardahl
Eric & Corrine Aasmundstad, Britt, Jenna, Taylor
Harlan Adahl
Duane A. & Susan Armstrong, Molly &
Ben
Katelyn Armstrong, Ashton
Trent & Holly Beckedahl
Dean & Allison Blazer
Kory & Colette Boehmer, William
Marvin & Patricia Bye, Bryan, Justin
Kelsie Bye, Kennedy
William & Lynn Byram
Jared & Elisa Christensen, Cassandra,
Kaylee, Carter
Judy Cox, Michael & Patrick
Wendy Cox Olson, Jacob, Austin
Cleo Deplazes
Jeremy & Jennifer Devier, Blair, Coby,
Austin, Zoee, Braxton, Eliza, Piper
Cynthia Geller, Dana, Kirsten, Stephanie
Douglas & Lynn Goodwill, Natalie
Sharon Henke
Lloyd Hintz
Melissa Hodous, Brody, Mason, Bennett
LeAnn Holter, Crystal
Benjamin & Jenna Idland, Kaspynn,
Amzee, Sloann

Norma Jacobson
Elizabeth Kalhagen
Michael & Rachel Kitsch, Sophie
Esther Larson
Kristian & Danielle Lindseth, Isabel,
Abigail
Darren & Lori Lippert, Kaylee, Blake
Nicole McIvor, Julia, Blaine
Necito Montaniel
Allan Mosbaek
James H. Murray
Keith & Joan Ness
Robert Ness
Rene & Sherri Ouellette
Art & Carol Rohr
Byron & Jessica Rohr, Julia, Clara, Wyatt
David & Ranae Schnaidt, Emily
Stephanie Schnaidt, Raeleigh, Rylan,
Adalynn
Terry & Connie Straabe, Caitlin, Michelle
& Tara
Jarrod & Lori Stubbe, Quenten & Malcolm
Shirley Tostenson
Barbara Walden
Helen Weed
.

Faith & Care Group #3—November 2020
Duaine & Barb Ash
Lisa Bachmeier
Robert Banet, Bailee, Caleb
Roxanne & Mike Barendt, Morgan, Hannah
Orlinda Bendickson
Rodney Bennes
Terry & Beth Black, Molly, Elle, Charly
Janice Breakey
Jared & Deann Brown, Ellen
Jon & Cindy Brown, Drew, Casey, Reagan,
Bailey
Gene & Melissa Burkhard, Brady, Toby
Dennis & Paulette Clemenson
Kermit & Glenna Garske
Judy Hager
Helen Hanson
Norman Janzen
Leonard Jemtrud
Dona Krahler, Jadyn & Zachary
Ruby Lohnes, Dani
Richard Mahoney
Brandon & Kelsey Mertens, Holden,
Leightyn, Gannon
Don Mertens, Ryan
Duane Moen

Kent & Hayley Ness, Ty
Chuck & Barb Olson, Alex, Kelley, Mallory
Linda Olson
Derrick & Holly Owens, Alexander
Stella Papachek
Jacqueline Peterson, Jesse
Myrna Peterson
Harry & Darlene Pflaum
Mabel Rabadeaux
Bonnie Rader, James
Sharon Rance
Anne Rasmusson, David, Blake
Arvin & Jeanette Rohrer
Marlene & Dana Salisbury
Cory & Tobey Schall, Austin, Alyssa
Shannon & Don Senger, Preston
Valerie Sensiba
Valerie Skadsem
Gaylene Tollefson
Kristi Trottier & Travis Pflaum
Nicole Tollefson, Austin
Orville & Audrey Wang, Autumn, George
Nancy Watt, Brandon
Kristi Ystaas

MEMORIALS
General Fund
In Memory Of:
Donald Miller (MiChelle Nybo’s
father) from Judy Ovre
Thomas Dahlen from Judy Ovre
Harvey Nordin from Mike &
Sherry Boehmer

Altar Guild Fund
In Memory Of:
Livonia Crane from Richard &
Sandra Lunde, Jerry & Yvonne
Terjeson

Radio/Facebook Fund
In Memory Of:
Loyd & Gladyce Pederson from
Barb & Don Sowatzki
Suzanne Loken from Frank &
Delores Johanson
Donald Miller from Myrna Unger
Mathew Malek from Sandra &
Thomas Maloney

Sunday School Fund
In Memory Of:
Mathew Malek from Newton &
Karen Lindseth

WELCA Fund
In Memory Of:
Friends from Judy Ovre
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October
th
• 4 – Ag Equipment Blessing
th
• 7 —Confirmation
th
rd
• 11 - 3 Grade Bible Class
and presentation
th
• 14 —Confirmation
th
• 18 —Confirmation Practice
& Meeting w/Pastor
st
• 21 —Confirmation
th
• 25 - Affirmation of Baptism
(10th Grade)
th
• 28 —Confirmation
November
th
• 4 —Confirmation
th
• 11 —No Confirmation
th
• 18 —Confirmation
th
• 25 – No Confirmation
th
• 26 Thanksgiving
th
• 29 —No Sunday School—
Decorating after worship—
1st Sunday of Advent
December
nd
• 2 —Confirmation
th
nd
• 6 —2 Sunday of Advent
th
• 9 —Confirmation
th
rd
• 13 —3 Sunday of Advent
6
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Sunday School ........ 10:40 a.m.
Preschool—6th Grade
September—May

We offer a strategy for how we manage people traffic in our
church building. For worship, folks will arrive and leave
through the south entrance (facing 6th Street).

For Sunday School, the parents, and Sunday School youth and their teachers, they
will use the north entrance (facing 7th Street)
to arrive and exit.

Confirmation ........... 7:00 p.m.
7th, 8th & 9th Grades
WEDNESDAYS
September—February

We can rejoice that God has given us opportunities to enrich
and nurture the faith of others. Even so, with the COVID-19
pandemic still with us, we are continuing to make adjustments
as to how we safely gather and utilize our facilities.

Staying home if you feel sick, wearing a mask in
the church and around others, and observing social distancing all remain important practices to
prevent the spread of the virus.

We need your support so we can be Successful!
Dear members and friends of St. Olaf,
I wanted to update you on our progress
of re-opening the church as our community continues to find reasonable
and safe responses to mitigating the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic. I
feel the need to respond to your concerns, especially when the number of
reported cases across the state have
been increasing. By now you know
someone who has been treated for
COVID-19, and we have to make sure
we do church safely as we can’t just
wish the virus away.
Since March of this year, we have offered a Live Stream service on Facebook and we continue the long standing
KDLR radio broadcasts of our worship
services. It was a big deal to take the
Live Stream capability on through Facebook posts and it adds to my workload. It has been a blessing in reaching
not only members and friends in the
Devils Lake area, but has allowed people far and wide to participate in worship with us. There is a name for such
participation and it is called “outreach”.
I believe that we’ll want to keep doing
that outreach as a congregation because
it is a ministry God has given us to develop. When it was deemed feasible by
the re-opening committee of St. Olaf,
we resumed in-person worship which,
by following CDC guidelines, allows
for about 80 persons to be in the sanctuary. That number is not firm because
when families attend then greater numbers of people in the pews are allowed.
We arrived at the number 80 by roping
off every other pew and marking seats
with a cross so they were about 6 feet
apart in the pews. To let you know, we
have had in-person worship since July
12th, and the attendance has been averaging 20 people. To allow in-person
worship, we decided to limit access to
the south entrance, to have people wear
masks, and to provide hand sanitizer
stations. These practices are being followed at our worship services and we
can thank our ushers who have taken
on additional duties. We limited access
inside the building to just the south entrance lobby, the offices and the sanctuary. We also said that we understood if
some didn’t feel ready to attend worship, especially if they were in the high
risk group for contracting COVID-19.
A big step for us was to decide when to

resume Sunday School and Confirmation classes. We decided to watch what
the public school did about re-opening.
I want you to know that church reopenings have been a frequent topic of
discussion among my clergy colleagues. Besides the input I received
from colleagues, the Synod, our reopening committee, the Christian Education and Youth and Family boards,
and with Sunday School teachers, we at
St. Olaf came up with a strategy that
Sunday School would be encouraged to
use the north entrance on Sunday
morning. By having worshippers use
the south entrance and the Sunday
Schoolers using the north entrance, we
felt that would be a safer way to control
traffic in the church building. Because
we don’t have a youth minister, I was
recruited to be a big part of the large
opening for Sunday School each week.
Since our Rally Sunday on September
13th, I’ve been pleased that we’ve had
as many a 30 youth participate each
week. The opening is being done in the
sanctuary so the kids are spaced out
and they wear masks. Also, because of
re-opening the Sunday School program
it meant we would allow greater access
to other parts of the building so that
social distancing protocols could be
followed for each class by grade level.
I feel that what we are doing right now
is safe, but if we have kids, their siblings or parents, or teachers becoming
positive with COVID-19, I will champion that we make all the adjustments
required.
We took another step when we started

Guidelines to follow
at St. Olaf:
1. If not feeling well—
you should NOT enter
2. Always stay at least 6
feet apart
3. Hand Sanitizer is available at the door
4. Limit unnecessary
contact
5. Wear a mask

up the confirmation classes on Wednesday nights. As I’ve communicated, the
way we do confirmation as Lutherans
is being looked at by us and other congregations. As pastor, one of my vows
in ordination, make me obligated to
ensure that our youth receive the
knowledge and know the tradition of
what we as Lutherans understand about
faith. I can strive to make confirmation
more fun in some way, but the content
has to be given to our youth. I confess
that we are in a situation of doing what
is called a Holy Experiment, meaning
we will trust God and do our best to
make something work as confirmation
classes. What worked before for years
as large group and small group activities has to be looked at and something
new has to be discovered. I will be
inquiring what kind of flexibility we
might have to accomplish this important task. For now, I am asking our
youth and adults to help me to get the
kids talking about these confirmation
topics. I am less concerned with breaking up the youth into grade related
groups and more interested in doing
what it takes to get them to think about
these topics and to share their thoughts.
I am also not locked in to meeting at
7pm if 6pm might be better. I need
feedback to make adjustments. Some
of you have said you’d help and I am
grateful for whatever assistance you
can give. What is unknown is how limited we might be due to COVID-19
about doing interactive things, especially with people outside of our church
community.
Bottomline, we need your support so
we can be successful. When parents let
us know about an absence it helps us
do our planning. Martin Luther lifted
up the understanding of vocation so
that we could realize that the whole
congregation and not just the pastor
had a calling. We are a “priesthood of
all believers” and that means we together have the gifts and abilities to be
church and to share a life of faith in
community. In fact, as a body of believers, God guides us through the congregation to know our individual callings.
Serving Together in Christ,
Pastor Jim Paulson
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU
1

FRI
2

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

SAT
3
-10:30 Baptism

9:3 0 Worship Service with Communion
1 0:40 Sunday School

4

5

6

- 9:30 Worship

12

13

14

-12:00 Church
Council Meeting

-10:30 Staff Meeting

-8:30 Pictures
-9:30 Worship
Service with Affirmation of Baptism
-10:40 Sunday
School

10

-5:00 Wedding
Rehearsal

-3:00 Bachmeier/
Krueger Wedding

15

16

17

22

23

24

-7:00 Confirmation

19

20

-9:30 Worship
Service
-10:40 Sunday
School
-10:40 Confirmation Practice &
Meeting with
Pastor Jim

25

9

-7:00 Confirmation

- 9:30 Worship
with 3rd Graders
receiving Bible
-10:40 Sunday
School with 3rd
Graders & Parents Bible Class

18

8

-10:30 Staff Meeting

-10:40 Blessing
of Ag Equip. &
Sunday School

11

7

21
-10:30 Staff Meeting

-4:00 Spire Deadline

-7:00 Confirmation

26

27

28
-10:30 Staff Meeting
-7:00 Confirmation

29

30

31

