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At St. Olaf

Roasted pork loin, mashed potatoes &
gravy, dressing, corn and dessert

$

10

Memorials
General Fund
In MEMORY of
Babe West from Betty Soper
Eloise Christianson from Betty Soper

Altar Guild Fund
(Banners)
In MEMORY of
Bennett Borstad & Jeff Borstad from Ken &
Karen Tollefson & Family

Building Fund

Chad & Amanda Engen
SSgt. Sherri Read &
SSgt. Barry Read
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson
Grant Thompson
Justin & Jill Johnson
Derrick Owens
Jonathan Pearson
Matthew Martin
Sgt. Major Brian Soper
Nevon Heisler
Brian Pederson
Cory Schall
Brent Schall
Amy & Cory Everson
Austin Dammen
Ryan Mertens
Gregory Fritz
Sgt. Cole Baker &
Spc. Jade Baker
Captain Miranda Iverson

If you know
of someone
serving in the
military,
please let
the church
office
(662-4911)
know.
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(Roof)
In MEMORY of
Dorothy Kitterman from Judy Ovre, Wayne
& Shirley Owens, Betty Soper, Helen Weed,
Irving & Janice Thompson, Florene Rogne,

Livonia Crane, Duainne & Paula Bourcy,
Duane Carter, Friends & Family, Doris
Michaels, Beth Berg
Jim Crane from Doris Michaels
Cindy Berg from Beth Berg and family
Raymond H. Weed (Helen Hanson’s brother) from Gary Bryn, Larry & Betty Nygren

Faith & Care Fund
In MEMORY of
Dorothy Kitterman from Harris & Dianne
Saele

Radio Fund
In MEMORY of
Eloise Christianson from Earl & Lois Isakson
Dorothy Kitterman from Allan Mosbaek

September General Fund Expenses
Altar Exp ............................................. 63.11
Auto Exp. (Mileage) .......................... 144.64
BCBS Exp ........................................... 767.10
2018 Envelopes ............................. 1,045.37
Church Supplies ................................ 238.00
Confirmation Exp .............................. 179.00
Convention Exp .................................. 95.00
Custodian HIR Exp ............................ 280.00
Electricity (Otter Tail) ....................... 767.00
FMC Housing Allow .......................... 381.50
MDU ................................................. 444.00
Insurance Exp ................................... 726.08
Maintenance Exp.............................. 100.32
Missions:
EaND Synod (May) ....................1,333.34
Hope Center (May) ......................200.00
LR Comm. Shelter (May) ..............100.00
Luth. Soc. Serv. (May) ....................86.67
Office Equip ...................................... 636.66
Office Supplies ...................................... 4.82
Miscellaneous Exp ........................... 154.12:
Vanco ....................................... 31.50
Ramsey Bank (interest) ........... 47.39
Cardmember Service ............... 75.23
Pastor Housing Allowance ........... . 1,666.66

Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ............... 367.46
Payroll Exp ........................................ 664.18
Pension/Ins Exp ............................ 3,773.30
Postage Exp ...................................... 141.21
Pulpit Supply .................................... 175.00
Retreat Center Expenses ................. 171.01:
Greater Ramsey Water ........... 24.40
Nodak ...................................... 125.
MDU ....................................... 21.61
City of Devils L.ake ........................... 114.08
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ......... 367.07
Special—Out (Painting Event) .......... 735.00
Subscriptions (Living Lutheran) ........ 117.50
VBS Exp ............................................. 945.41
Wages .......................................... 11,533.76
Wedding Exp .................................... 250.00
Total Sept. 1-30 Expenses........ $ 29,264.37
Total Sept. income ...................... 20,710.10
(8,554.27)

Line of Credit
Balance owed to Ramsey Bank:

$21,500.00

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving
Date—Sundays
September 24
October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
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8:30
76
71
87
53
71

Attendance
11:00
88
146
112
158
116

Electronic Giving for September (23 Households):

General Fund
$3,765.00
$5,256.00
$4,98200
$3,604.00
$3,705.00
$2,850.00

Dear friends in Christ,
Fall colors are wonderful reminders of God’s grace made visible in Creation. Just looking at golden leaves lying at the base
of a weeping birch in my yard makes me appreciate God’s
handiwork. Hopefully, you can take a moment to stop and
notice those things. I believe that noticing God’s grace
around us is also one way we worship God. I’ll speak about
our worship as a community of believers on Sunday mornings later. In the larger sense,
we worship God by giving our time, attention, and praise to what God has done, is doing,
and will be doing. I notice God’s handiwork through the caring actions of our members at
St. Olaf. I see it in the women doing their quilting, the Flower shop group making center
pieces and arrangements, a member designing and sewing a handmade banner, and
members doing the layout work on the new pictorial directory. I see it in the postings Jamie Travers and other members regularly put on Facebook to alert our St. Olaf family of
events and opportunities to serve the Lord.
Just as Fall is a great opportunity to take in God’s creative hand, so we are given many
opportunities to express our thanks for God’s blessings. No doubt you have heard things
like that before. Maybe you are like me and questions come to mind. What does it mean
to thank God for our blessings? What does it mean to explore the opportunities God puts
in our path each day? How do we even begin to thank God for what we have been given?
You may have other questions. You might even wonder how you can love God more.
Asking questions about our relationship with God is how our faith can grow. My point,
this Fall might be the opportunity to explore how you respond to God’s gracious giving to
you and your family. Prayer and worship can be part of our response to God’s grace
working in our lives.
Worship on Sunday morning has always been important to Barb and I, but as you know
things in our American religious culture have changed. Being together, confession and
absolution, hearing the Scriptures read, receiving Holy Communion, listening to the sermon, praising God through songs, offering prayers, and then putting our church envelope
in the offering plate has been worship for me. I’ve felt that something in me was fed and
nourished by weekly worship. I’ve understood that God strengthened my faith through
that experience. It wasn’t that I got something out of it, instead it was the experience of
giving back to God. Decreasing worship attendance has been studied and written about,
however my concern is that you leave time for God in your life. Whatever keeps you
away on Sunday morning, please remember that God gave you your life and provides for
you. When we can be together to worship and share information, I know that God uses
those times to bless us. I believe that God delights when we want to worship and want to
give of our finances to do the work of the church. Those things are opportunities for God
to bless us with joy in our hearts. I am grateful for those who are here to worship on Sunday morning. I am grateful for those who want to give money to our congregation, our
Synod, and the ELCA. I am grateful for those who support our various ministries like Bible
camps, youth events, seminaries, Lutheran colleges, etc.
I am grateful for all the ways you each give back to God. I pray that you’ll talk with God
about the blessings you now enjoy and that conversation with God will lead you to consider increasing your financial giving to St. Olaf. At our annual meeting on January 22 nd,
we approved a church operating budget of $347,474 and as of October we have received
$249,113. As you read this also keep in mind that, for comparison, we received $325,888
in 2016. To respond to this shortfall of $98,361, I pray that our renewed awareness of
God’s generous giving will lead us as a community of believers to erase this shortfall before we start 2018. Our mission statement, “A family of believers called to proclaim the
Good News of God’s reconciling love,” charges us to be united as a faith community that
faithfully follows Jesus. Following Jesus does include being grateful for our financial resources and wanting to give back to further the work of our congregation. Wanting to
follow Jesus and giving generously of our money comes with a challenge. The challenge is
to believe that by giving back to God, we’ll still have enough to live and prosper. Listen to
the words of 2 Corinthians 9:8: “And God is able to provide you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in
every good work.” When you hear “blessing in abundance” and “sharing abundantly”,
receiving and giving are part of faith formation. May Christ touch your heart today to be
cheerful in what you want to give God.
In Christ,
Pastor Jim

Sometimes we get
asked about possibly
alternating our summer
services between the
retreat center and the
main church. During the Summer months we currently offer
the 8:30 am service at the retreat center and have the 11:00
am service at St. Olaf. The primary reasons that it is not feasible to alternate the 11:00 am
service between St. Olaf and the
retreat center is that KDLR
AM1240 broadcasts the service
at 11:00 am. Since we have no
way to broadcast the service at
a different location, we’ll need to
stay with the current arrangement.

Prayer Chain
If you or someone you
know are in need of
prayers,
please contact:
the church office:
662-4911.
Your name and concern
will be held before God
and prayed for by
everyone on the
Prayer Chain.
You will be asked if you
would like to be included in
the prayers at Sunday worship or you may request it.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING OUR
EDUCATION WING ROOF
Thank you, thank you, thank
you to all who helped with the
Fall Rummage Sale - Thank you
to all who donated items for sale,
those who saw to the advertising,
secured necessary food, paper
products, and condiments,
marked items in the weeks prior,
made the BBQ, made donuts,
put items out on Friday, lifted and
hauled out the heavy boxes, donated desserts, cut desserts,
took money, bagged items,
poured coffee, bussed tables,
washed dishes, served
lunch, packed up the left over
items after the sale. Thank you
to Kirk who put up tables prior
and restored everything when
sale was over. Selections were
made from unsold items on behalf of Lake Region Corp and
Odd Fellows. All remaining
items were picked up by Boy's
Ranch. Thank you to those of
you who were 1st timers as well
as those who have been doing
this forever.

Banners
If you like the new green banners
that are up at front of the church
and would like to see the colors
change with the seasons
of the church year, consider making a donation toward the purchase of more colors. Designate
"Altar Guild - banners" on your
check.
Thanks,
Loretta, Altar Guild
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We have known for some time our nearly 40 year old roof on the education
wing is in need of replacement. Two bids were received for replacement and
repair of the roof. The Executive Committee chose TectaAmerica—their bid
was the lowest at $42,032.00. Tecta completed the project. Funding for the
project will come from our building fund, special gifts, and a temporary loan if
need be to cover the balance. Please contact council president Tom Wade or
any council member with any comments or concerns.
Thank you.

October Council Minutes
St. Olaf Church Council Meeting, Tuesday, October 10, 2017
Present: Pastor Jim Paulson, Deacon Jamie Travers, Tom Wade, Rodger Haugen,
Marcus Dahle, Danielle Hawn, Ray
Sletteland, Doris Michaels, Steve Geigle,
Betty Nygren, Jeri Steffan, Darci Gilbertson, Colette Boehmer
Absent: Emily Kimball, and a Church
Properties representative
President Tom Wade called the meeting
to order.
Pastor Jim led the council in devotion and
church building time. We reviewed ideas
that originated from brainstorming activities at the recent Council Retreat. We
focused on "Family of Believers" as Pastor Jim read portions of the nativity from
the Gospels of Luke and Matthew.
There were no additions to the agenda
and no announcements.
The September council meeting minutes
were reviewed and approved as printed
in the Spire.
Rodger presented the the treasurer's
report. Accounts as of October 10: General fund $4235.81; Building fund
$20,300; Designated fund $26.496; Line
of credit - $21,500. Rodger moved to accept the treasurer's report. Ray seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
Pastor Jim's report and Deacon Jamie's
report were reviewed. Pastor Jim announced that St. Olaf will host a joint
Thanksgiving service with Our Savior's on
November 19.

Committee reports were presented or
reviewed as printed. Tom read a letter
from the Congregational Life Board
stating that all members of this board will
be resigning at the end of the year. Other
items
discussed: job description for the custodian, stewardship needs.
Unfinished Business: Darci is waiting on
an insurance quote from Farmers Union
Insurance to compare with an earlier
quote given by Church Mutual.Darci reported that the St. Olaf pictorial directory
should be ready for distribution by
Thanksgiving.
New Business: Darci stated that it is time
to renew staff health insurance from Portico. Rodger moved to accept the Gold
Plan from Portico for staff health insurance. Steve seconded the motion. Motion
carried. Ray will gather members to repair and shingle the leaky roof of the garage located on church property.
Marcus moved to adjourn the meeting.
Colette seconded. The meeting was adjourned. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Boehmer
Executive Committee: Sept. 23, 2017
Members of the executive committee
agreed to accept the bid from Tecta
America to replace the roof on the Sunday School building. The Tecta America
bid was the lowest bid received and work
will start as soon as possible.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Boehmer

Saturday, December 2nd

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

All women are encouraged to make things for the Bazaar,
whether you are active in a circle or not.

Those who won’t want to make things are asked to make a monetary
contribution made payable to: WELCA and sent to:
St. Olaf Lutheran Church
601 6th St. NE ● Devils Lake, ND 58301

The Bazaar is our largest
fundraiser and we need
each woman in St. Olaf to
contribute in the way of her
choice.

The shops along with suggested items they need, are listed below. Contact the chairperson if you
would like to help in any of the shops or have any questions.

 Baked

Goods, cakes, buns, rolls,
breads, donuts & cookies
 Scandinavian goodies
 Fudge, caramel corn, divinity,
peanut brittle, peanut clusters,
caramels, peanut butter cups

Remember large amounts are needed
to keep shoppers happy!

Many helpers are needed
and new lefse makers are
welcome!

Mondays, Oct. 30, Nov. 6 & 13

Dishtowels
 Pillowcases
 Doilies and crochet
 Aprons
 Cross-stitch
 Pillows

towels

Anything you make!

Variety of home

canned goods,
jams, jellies, garden vegetables, dairy products, dry goods
Dishes, knick knacks,
pictures
Anything that is sold in a country store.

Items are needed as soon as
possible. You can drop off your
items during the week or
on Sunday.

Wired Christmas ribbon
Christmas garland and greenery
Small strings of lights, either

electric or battery
of all sizes for arrangements.

Baskets

Flower Shop workdays will be
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.
Workers are needed for
various tasks.

Please join us!
Caramel

Rolls, Coffee cakes,
donuts, coffee and juice will
be served starting at 8:00am
Swiss Steak Meal will be served
starting at 11:00am

Faith & Care Group #2—November 2017
662-9227 .............. Dennis & Jean Aardahl
662-2612 .............. Eric & Corrine Aasmundstad, Britt, Jenna, Taylor
662-3797 .............. Harlan Adahl
662-3653 .............. Duane A. & Susan Armstrong, Molly & Ben
230-3738 .............. Katelyn Armstrong, Ashton
381-9492 .............. Trent & Holly Beckedahl
662-2513 .............. Dean & Allison Blazer
662-8797 .............. Kory & Colette Boehmer
662-8260 .............. Marvin & Patricia Bye
799-5529 .............. Kelsie Bye, Kennedy
662-5986 .............. William & Lynn Byram
662-8324 .............. Jared & Elisa Christensen, Cassandra, Kaylee, Carter
662-3447 .............. Judy Cox
351-3145 .............. Wendy Cox Olson, Jacob, Austin
662-5199 .............. Cleo Deplazes
662-9269 .............. Jeremy & Jennifer Devier, Blair, Coby,Austin, Zoee, Braxton,
Eliza, Piper
662-2881 .............. Luann Devier
230-1850 .............. Cynthia Geller
662-4081 .............. Douglas & Lynn Goodwill, Natalie
662-7568 .............. Sharon Henke
662-4779 .............. Lloyd Hintz
398-3035 .............. Melissa Hodous, Brody, Mason, Bennett
230-8753 .............. LeAnn Holter, Crystal
351-9224 .............. Benjamin & Jenna Idland, Kaspynn
662-5897 .............. Norma Jacobson
351-6104 .............. Jared & Heather Johnson, Tristan
662-5686 .............. Patty Johnson
662-3253 .............. Elizabeth Kalhagen
320-815-3011 ....... Michael & Rachel Kitsch
662-2972 .............. Esther Larson
682-5324 .............. Kristian & Danielle Lindseth, Isabel, Abigail
381-2152 .............. Darren & Lori Lippert, Kaylee, Blake
351-2418 .............. Nicole McIvor, Julia, Blaine
662-2518 .............. Necito Montaniel
350-2697 .............. Allan Mosbaek
395-4375 .............. Keith & Joan Ness
662-3347 .............. Robert Ness
662-3752 .............. Rose Marie Nyhus
662-7234 .............. Rene & Sherri Oullette, Carson
662-3282 .............. Art & Carol Rohr
398-3075 .............. Byron & Jessica Rohr, Julia, Clara
665-3031 .............. David & Ranae Schnaidt, Emily
799-3720 .............. Stephanie Schnaidt, Raeleigh, Rylan
662-7270 .............. Terry & Connie Straabe, Caitlin, Michelle & Tara
662-4289 .............. Jarrod & Lori Stubbe, Quenten & Malcolm
662-2910 .............. Ken & Karen Tollefson
662-4122 ............. Gordon & Shirley Tostenson
662-8026 .............. James Travers
662-8373 .............. Barbara Walden
662-3704 .............. Helen Weed
.

Faith & Care Group #3
December 2017
Duaine & Barb Ash
Lisa Bachmeier
Robert Banet, Bailee, Caleb
Roxanne & Mike Barendt, Morgan, Hannah
Nicole & David Bender, Austin
Orlinda Bendickson
Rodney Bennes
Terry & Beth Black, Molly, Elle, Charly
Janice Breakey
Jon & Cindy Brown, Drew, Casey, Reagan,
Bailey
Gene & Melissa Burkhard, Brady, Toby
Dennis & Paulette Clemenson
Kermit & Glenna Garske
Judy Hager
Helen Hanson
Leonard Jemtrud
Dona Krahler, Jadyn & Zachary
Ruby Lohnes, Dani
Richard Mahoney
Brandon & Kelsey Mertens, Holden,
Leightyn
Don Mertens, Ryan
Duane Moen
Kent & Hayley Ness, Ty
Chuck & Barb Olson, Alex, Kelley, Mallory
Linda Olson
Sigurd Olson (Oberon)
Derrick & Holly Owens, Alexander
Stella Papachek
Jacqueline Peterson, Jesse
Tommy & Myrna Peterson
Harry & Darlene Pflaum
Mabel Rabadeaux
Bonnie Rader, James
Sharon Rance
Ann & Richard Rasmusson, David, Blake
Arvin & Jeanette Rohrer
Marlene & Dana Salisbury
Amber & Ben Sander, Baily, Brighton
Cory & Tobey Schall, Austin, Alyssa
Stacy & Shannon Schmidt, Preston
Valerie Sensiba
Valerie Skadsem
Amber Skadsem, Clint, Kasyn, Esperanza
Betty Soper
Gaylene & Lawrence Tollefson
Kristie Tollefson
Orville & Audrey Wang, Autumn, George
Nancy Watt, Brandon
Kristi Ystaas
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