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June 26-29 

Our exciting Day Camp experience is returning again this year 

with Metigoshe Bible Camp Staff and lots of fun activities and 

sports to learn.  Kids currently in preschool & Kindergarten 

will meet from 9:00-12:00.  Kids going into 1st through 6th 

grade will meet at Ruger Park from 9:00-5:00.  You can come 

and go as needed for other activities, if necessary .  A registra-

tion form is included in this Spire. 
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Chad & Amanda Engen 
SSgt. Sherri Read & 

SSgt. Barry Read 
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson 
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson 
Grant Thompson 

Justin & Jill Johnson 
Derrick Owens 

Jonathan Pearson 
Matthew Martin 

Sgt. Major Brian Soper 
Nevon Heisler 

Brian Pederson 
Cory Schall 
Brent Schall 

Amy & Cory Everson 
Austin Dammen 
Ryan Mertens 
Gregory Fritz 

Sgt. Cole Baker &  
Spc. Jade Baker 

Captain Miranda Iverson 
 
 

If you know 
of someone 
serving in the 
military, 
please let  
the church 
office  
(662-4911) 
know.  

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving 

Date—Sundays 
 

April 30 
May 7 
May 14 
May 21 

Attendance 
8:30        11:00 
  68  112 
  65  133 
  67  117     
      145 

  General Fund 
 

$5,233.00 
$4,675.00 
$3,932.00 
$4,295.00 

Electronic Giving for March (24 Households): $3,150.00 

April General Fund Expenses 
Altar Supplies ................................ 59.15 
Auto Exp. (Mileage) .................... 212.80 
BCBS Exp ..................................... 699.90 
Church Supplies .......................... 288.83 
Bulletin Exp ................................... 93.35 
Church Supplies .......................... 335.24 
Custodian HIR Exp ...................... 280.00 
Electricity (Otter Tail) ................. 767.00 
FMC Housing Allow .................... 381.50 
MDU ........................................... 623.00 
Insurance Exp ............................. 726.09 
Maintenance Exp ....................... 337.36: 
  - Bob’s Vacuum (parts) ........... 55.64 
  - Mac’s Hardware ................... 40.59 
  - Newby’s Hardware ............... 32.99 
  - Dakota Washmaster (snow) . 63.00 
  - CL Linfoot Co. (filters) ......... 145.14 
Missions: 
  EaND Synod (Mar./Apr) ..... 2,666.68 
  Hope Center    “         “ .......... 400.00 
  LR Comm. Shelter “  “ ........... 200.00 
  Luth. Soc. Serv.  “     “ ............ 173.34 
Office Equip ................................ 666.41 
Office Supplies ................................ 4.82 

Miscellaneous Exp ..................... 136.20: 
   Ramsey Bank (LOC) .......... 108.90 
   Vanco ................................. 27.30 
Pastor Housing Allowance ......  1,666.66 
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ......... 367.46 
Payroll Exp .................................. 669.74 
Pension/Ins Exp  ...................... 3,773.30 
Postage Exp ................................ 273.83 
Retreat Center Expenses ........... 151.72: 
   Greater Ramsey Water ...... 20.80 
   Nodak  ................................ 74.00 
   MDU................................... 56.92 
City of Devils L.ake ..................... 124.52 
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ... 501.30 
Sunday School Exp........................ 34.59 
Wages .................................... 11,552.18 
Youth Activities .......................... 101.42 
 
Line of Credit Paid ................. 20,000.00 
 
Total Expenses .................... 47,841.94  
Total April Income ................. 56,231.93 
 8,389.99 
 

St. Olaf will be the 

sponsor of a July 

blood drive at the  

Memorial Building. 

Please donate blood. 

Call Loretta 

Bloomquist at  

665-3170 to make an 

appointment.  



By the time you read this post, St. 
Olaf will be celebrating the Day of 
Pentecost.  Our Synod Assembly this 
year will be held on the Day of Pente-
cost Sunday. The Day of Pentecost 
has special meaning for many, be-
cause some were baptized, con-
firmed, or ordained to the ministry of 
Word and Sacrament on that Sunday.  
Our youth at St. Olaf are confirmed 
on Reformation Sunday.  It may have 
special significance for you as well.  
The Day of Pentecost is 
also one of the few Sun-
days where red para-
ments are used.  My red 
stole which depicts the 
Day of Pentecost along 
with the symbols of the 
four evangelists is spe-
cial to me.  It was a gift from Barb’s 
parents and was worn on the day of 
my ordination January 9, 2004. 
 
The Day of Pentecost is known as the 
birthday of the church.  We say that 
because on that Sunday we remem-
ber that the Holy Spirit came to the 
disciples and drove them to spread of 
the Good News of Jesus Christ to all 
nations.  In the second chapter of the 
book of Acts, Luke told us that the 
followers of Jesus were gathered to-
gether on the Jewish Day of Pente-
cost when a sudden sound and rush 
of a violent wind entered their space.  
Tongues of fire were visible above the 
heads of those present, the Holy Spir-
it came upon each of them and then 
they spoke in languages that they 
could not speak beforehand.  The 
words spoken in different languages 
were recognizable and understood by 
others who had gathered there from 
those countries and peoples. The 
words spoken by the followers of Je-
sus, through the Spirit, proclaimed 
God’s deeds of power.  Some of those 
present believed this to be God’s 
work and others claimed the follow-
ers of Jesus were just intoxicated. 
 
What was special about this Day of 
Pentecost in contrast to all the previ-

ous ones celebrated by faithful Jews?  
It was still the fiftieth day after Passo-
ver as the name Pentecost means 
fifty.  What was different though was 
that Jesus added something to the 
celebration that changed its meaning 
forever.  Jesus promised that the Holy 
Spirit would come as the Advocate or 
Comforter and would be the one to 
help explain the meaning of his words 
spoken on earth.   
 

On May 21st when we 
had our Faith in Action 
activities, I asked those 
present at worship for 
feedback on their experi-
ences of the morning. I 
was very careful not to 
put anyone on the spot.  

Remember I was in the pews for 
many years too.  But I did ask our 
members and friends for a show of 
hands in response to those who felt 
blessed that morning through their 
participation.  I asked for a show of 
hands if some received thanks for 
their actions or if they just knew they 
had helped someone. What was I 
after?  I was trying to bring attention 
to our tendencies to not notice where 
the Holy Spirit has been active in our 
lives.  We can do or experience some-
thing holy and dismiss it as being any-
thing special.  My point was that it’s 
time we pay more attention to the 
Holy Spirit advocating for us to be the 
church now.  What might seem small 
and insignificant things to us, might 
be bigger and more important things 
to God.  Acts of kindness and being 
available to help and listen to another 
are God moments when the Holy 
Spirit sends us.  If we believe in the 
power of the Holy Spirit coming to us 
as God’s gift in baptism, then we can 
also believe that God would want us 
to be attentive to what the Spirit is 
doing in and through us as his chil-
dren.   
 

Serving the Spirit Together, 
Pastor Jim 
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Sisters and Brothers of St. Olaf! 
Welcome  

to the  
Question & 

Answer 
Section 

The budget passed in January:  
Is it a correct statement to say it 

is supported by the collection 
plate being passed, drop in 

monies, on-line donations and 
mailed donations? 

We had a great question recently 
about our budgeting process.  It 
was asked what the connection 
was between an approved budg-
et and the amount that was taken 
in as donations.  As many of you 
already know, the annual budget 
process is especially a challenge 
for St. Olaf because all our in-
come comes from the grace of 
God working in the hearts of our 
members.  It is a great blessing 
that we operate on our faith being 
alive in us which guides us to be 
generous.  Without that generous 
spirit working in us we would 
simply cease to exist.  Currently, 
our budget formulations are 
based on the prior year’s budget 
numbers, using input from each 
committee and board, and from 
input from church council when 
they meet to review and finalize a 
proposed budget.  Admittedly, 
things can be different in congre-
gations having substantial re-
serve funds as they can depend, 
at least partially, on an income 
stream derived from a yearly rate 
of return. The problem though 
with those situations is that the 
principal becomes very protected 
to ensure yearly returns so that 
the monies can’t be touched for 
doing mission related work.   

(Continued on page 10) 



 What is a 
 WELCA?   
  

WELCA stands for Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
 
The WELCA mission statement is as follows: 
  

"As a community of women, created in the image of God, called to dis-
cipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our 
callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 
wholeness in the church, the society, and the world." 
 
St. Olaf WELCA is comprised of all the women of St. Olaf. It includes the 5 cir-
cles we have been discussing in past Spire issues- Anna, Deborah, Lydia, Miri-
am, and Prisca. 
St. Olaf WELCA meets every 1st Thursday September through May at either 
1:30 or 6:30.  Times are announced in the Spire calendar and Sunday bulletin. 
 
 The meeting consists of a Bible study lead by Pastor Jim or Deacon Jamie from 
the Gather magazine.*  The Bible study is followed by a business meeting.  This 
is where events such as the rummage sales, bazaar, donut and lefse making 
dates, benevolences or any other topic a member brings forth are decided.  
Following that there is a lunch/treats served by the ladies of one of the circles. 
 
In addition to the various mission kits gathered by the circles, WELCA donates 
money to SAAF, Salvation Army, Great Plains Food Bank, the beauty shops at 
Oddfellows, Eventide, and Good Sam, Red Willow Bible Camp, Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministries, Luther Hall, Hope Center, LR Community Shelter, Central Africa 
Republic, St Olaf general fund, and other designated St. Olaf funds such as: 
stained glass windows, organ, library, radio, decorating, quilting, pastor's 
emergency, scholarship, 3rd grade bibles, baptismal items, and triennial youth 
gathering. WELCA also pays for Christ in our Home devotionals and Spark les-
sons and various other needed items that may occur. 
 
Being involved in the work WELCA does is a good way to get to know other St 
Olaf ladies and accomplish much needed objectives and missions. If there is 
something you would like to see addressed or another  form of outreach 
WELCA may be a place to start.  The women's retreat in January is an example 
of women taking action for something they wanted to see happen that was a 
different sort of outreach that WELCA supports and encourages. 
 
* Gather magazine subscriptions, 10 issues per year are $19.95 and can be or-
dered by calling 845-267-3074; or by writing to Gather Subscription Order Cen-
ter, PO Box 336, Congers, NY 10920-0336, or online at: gath-
er@cambeywest.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

Would you like to 
attend the  
Triennial  
Gathering but 
cost troubling 
you?    

  

The EaND SWO Board is offering 
four Scholarships to attend the 
Gathering-July 13th-16th in Min-
neapolis. Registration and Lodg-
ing paid (a value of $560.00/ per-
son.)  Meals and transportation 
will be the responsibility of the 
applicants chosen.  The guidelines 
are: 
 

1. Write a 250 word (or less) 
essay stating why you are 
interested in attending. 

2. Complete a report follow-
ing the event by July 20th. 

3.Be willing to report to the 
SWO Convention in Valley 
City on September 16; 

4. Include your name, ad-
dress, phone, email, con-
gregational Unit, cluster - 
when you    apply. 

 5. Submit your application to: 
Nadine Olson,  SWO treas-
urer, 4 Elm Lane, Lisbon, 
ND 58046  by June 15th. 
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 St. Olaf Church Council Meeting, 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 
 
Present: Tom Wade, Rodger Haugen, 
Doris Michaels, Danielle Hawn, Betty 
Nygren, Emily Kimball, Marcus Dahle, 
Ray Sletteland, Pastor Jim Paulson, 
Jamie Travers, Darci Gilbertson, Co-
lette Boehmer 
 
Absent: Steven Geigle, Ray Strong, 
Jeri Steffan 
 
Pastor Jim and Jamie led the church 
council in a time of devotion, rela-
tionship building activities, and brain-
storming on a vision for St. Olaf 
Church prior to the meeting. 
 
President Tom Wade called the 
meeting to order at 7:40 pm. There 
were no additions to the agenda. 
 
The minutes from the April council 
meeting were reviewed. As there 
were no corrections, Tom announced 
that the April minutes stand ap-
proved. 
 
Rodger presented the treasurer's re-
port. He reported positive balances 
in the general fund, the building 
fund, and the designated fund. The 
loan on the line of credit has been 
paid in full. Rodger moved to accept 
the treasurer's report. Danielle se-
conded the motion. The treasurer's 
report was approved. 
 
Pastor Jim reviewed his activities 
with the council. He reported an in-
crease in baptisms in recent months. 
He noted that the Farmer's Blessing 
was well attended. He was happy to 
report that St. Olaf has many things 
to rejoice about. 

Jamie's report was reviewed by the 
council. 
 
Committee reports were presented. 
Items reported on included:  
replacement of the roof on the edu-
cation building, stained glass window 
repair, basement window replace-
ment, a new church directory, new 
member orientation, Wednesday 
school, Service Sunday-May 21.  Tom 
will submit information in the Spire 
about upcoming needed repairs.  
Possible dates were given for church 
directory pictures. Ray Sletteland 
made a motion to approve August 8-
12, and August 15-19 for Lifetouch 
Photography to be on site to take 
pictures for a St.Olaf Church directo-
ry. Rodger seconded. The motion was 
approved. Pastor Jim and Darci re-
ported that they are working on 
dates for new member orientation. 
 
Unfinished business: The church 
council agreed on Saturday, August 
26, to meet for a council retreat to 
continue our discussion on a vision 
for St. Olaf Church.The council re-
viewed a a rewrite of the Retreat 
Center Use Policy. Ray Sletteland 
moved to accept the Retreat Center 
Use Policy rewrite. Danielle second-
ed. The motion was approved. 
 
Marcus moved to adjourn the 
meeting. Danielle seconded. The 
meeting was adjourned. We closed 
with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Colette Boehmer 
 
 
 
 

May Council Meeting Minutes 
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Douglas Mootz 

Peter Wang Jr. 

 

Prayer Chain 
If you or someone you 

know are in need of   

prayers,  

please contact: 

the church office:  

662-4911.  

Your name and concern 

will be held before God 

and prayed for by  

everyone on the  

Prayer Chain.  

 
You will be asked if you 

would like to be included in 

the prayers at Sunday wor-

ship or you may request it.  

Viola Dawn Rae Huffman 
Daughter of Jennifer Huffman 

Sainsbury & Austin Zettler 
 

Athena Joann Engen 
Daughter of Chad & Amanda 

Engen 









General Fund 
In Memory of 

Shirley Davidson from Duane Da-
vidson 
Elmer Henschel from Livonia 
Crane 
Ruth Bechard from Livonia Crane 
Helen Foughty from Livonia 
Crane 
Doug Mootz from Florene Rogne 
 

Building Fund 
In Memory of 

Marilyn Pederson from Robert 
Dahl 
Doug Mootz from Dennis & Jean 
Aardahl, Betty Soper, Duane 
Carter 

 

Radio Fund 
In Memory of 

Adeline Miller from her family, 
Sonja Clemenson, Alvern Wentzel, 
Rev. Dale & Nadine Peterson 
Doug Mootz from Carl & Alta 
Bloomquist, Dick & Margo Van 
Leier and Friends 
Peter Wang, Jr. from Gary Bryn 

In Honor Of 
Allan Mosbaek from Betty Soper 
 
 

Norway Cemetery Fund 
In Memory of 

Lloyd Foss from Idelle Foss 
 
 
 
 

Memorials 

10 

The  
Question 
& Answer 

Section 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Those church members, in con-
gregations with reserve monies, 
may also not see their financial 
giving as important in their faith 
formation.  Ideally, when 
churches and charitable organi-
zations work hard to encourage 
their members/supporters to 
make annual commitments 
whereby they pledge to give a 
certain amount, the budget pro-
cess is helped through that 
sense of commitment to God 
and the congregation.  Howev-
er, most churches are only par-
tially successful in encouraging 
members to pledge their yearly 
contributions.  So, no matter 
what, there always remains 
some amount of giving which is 
hoped for and anticipated based 
on previous years of giving.  
Ultimately, what we assemble 
as a church budget reflects a 
dance between the current gen-
erosity of our membership and 
our discernment through the 
Spirit of what God hopes for us 
to do at St. Olaf.       

 

When you have any ques-
tions throughout the year, 
please submit them to the 
church office so we can re-
spond. You can call, write, 
email, drop it in the offer-
ing plate during service, or 
stop in person. We would 
like to hear from you. 
  

 The Shack”      Host;  Lacey Dahle & Diane Mertens 
 
A 5 week study of Church and Community.  The book study is de-
signed to help us experience the ever-changing goodness,  grace, 
and presence of God.  This is an invitation to experience the ultimate 
truth about love, loss, and forgiveness.   
  
The themes for each week are the following: 
 
1.    Where is God when I need him most?    
 
2.    How does God see me? 
 
3.    Why are you doing this to me? 
 
4.    How can I know the Heart of the Father? 
 
5.    So you just let Him get away with it? 
 
Dates for the book study include; June 14th & 28th,  July 12th & 
26th, and finally August 2nd.  Our times would be 6:30- 8:00pm at St 
Olaf’s Church. We will provide child care for this time with some pret-
ty amazing high school students.    
There will be a guide we will be using throughout the 5 weeks.  
  
Please share with myself or Lacey Dahle if you are interested in par-
ticipating.   If you have questions, please let us know. As all our book 
studies, I’m excited to spend 5 evenings with others sharing our per-
spectives on life, our losses, and where does Grace come in.   
 
Looking forward to hearing from you.  God’s blessings.  
Diane 



Faith & Care Group #4—June 2017 Faith & Care Group #5 

July 2017 
662-2515 ........... Beth Berg 
393-4429 ........... Gerald Bryn 
662-5612 ........... Duane Carter 
662-4442 ........... Sonja Clemenson 
662-3445 ........... Lisa Craddock, Charles 
662-2349 ........... Robert Dahl 
381-9727 ........... Marcus & Lacey Dahle 
351-8398 ........... John & Kim Dahlen, Cassandra & Christopher 
662-3436 ........... Yvonne Erickstad 
662-2269 ........... Tammy Fischer, Garrett, John, Michael 
662-6330 ........... Steven & Evonne Geigle, Kade, Micah 
665-3170 ........... Dale Giedd & Loretta Bloomquist 
230-2687 ........... Lance & Becky Hawkins, Maria, Isabelle 
662-2187 ........... Jim & Candy Helgeson 
662-8113 ........... Rob Hendrickson 
662-8304 ........... Darlene Hoffart, Austin & Brooke 
662-2857 ........... Scott & Mary Jo Hoiberg 
662-2374 ........... Ken & Linda Hunt 
351-2168 ........... Jason & Amber Hunter, Gabriella, Ryder 
665-2863 ........... Gerald, Jr. & Kristen Johnson, Chase & Morgan 
662-1110 ........... Jan Johnson, Brittany & Kayla 
662-7189 ........... Jerry & Kara Johnson, Jeremiah 
740-8935 ........... Scott Klemetsrud 
662-7354 ........... Roger & Debbie Korb, Derrik 
395-4415 ........... Mike & Kristina Kuntz, Jack & Mallory 
739-4209 ........... Robert & Voni Lange, Macy & Zachary 
662-8012 ........... Jeff & Kathy Lovseth 
662-2094 ........... Richard & Sandra Lunde 
662-8590 ........... Richard Lybeck 
230-9433 ........... Diane Mertens 
662-8146 ........... Doris Michaels 
662-7116 ........... James Moe, Christopher 
662-2401 ........... Vernon Moen 
662-3445 ........... Charles & Helen Nelson 
662-2891 ........... Louise Oleson 
662-7937 ........... Judy Ovre 
662-3145 ........... Mark & Kristel Peterson, Carly, Craig, & Kelsey 
662-8987 ........... Sheldon Severtson 
381-1776 ........... Tyler & Emily Schiele, Kynlee, Tucker 
662-8878 ........... Allan & Lisa Shorey, Troy 
789-1271 ........... Mark & Anna Shorey, Collin, Cameron, Cassandra 
665-3771 ........... Wayne & Helen Simon 
NA ................. Kyle Sletteland 
662-2460 ........... Ray & Judy Strong 
662-8491 ........... Janel Taylor 
662-2484 ........... Irving & Janice Thompson 
662-2917 ........... Marlene Tollefson 
351-2675 ........... Steve & Jan Visby, Adam & Alyssa 
662-8903 ........... Tom & Stacie Wade, Mackenzie 
662-3144 ........... Shirley Webster 
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Jeff & Terri Alexander, Matthew 
Jerry & Rhonda Allery, Jace, Olivia  
Richard & Sharlene Anderson 
Joey & Teresa Armey, Alexis, Ava, Kylie 
Amy Bertsch, Jordan, Sage, Shelby, Mya 
Richard & Nancy Blake 
Mark & Mary Jane Blanchfield 
Gary Bryn 
Donna & Richard Dahlen 
Lance & Amber Duey, Collin 
Curtis & Linda Ehnert 
Alexandria Encinas, Easton, Boston, Hudson 
Ron & Judy Faleide 
Lee & Sue Feickert 
Lance & Saraye Forsberg, Calli & Brody 
Roger & Judy Hatten 
Daniel Haugen 
Rodger Haugen 
Danielle Hawn, Bailey & Megan 
LeAnn Heisler, Denton, Nevon 
Jean Ivesdal 
Helen Jacobs 
Al & Margaret Jallo 
Ann Johnson 
Gerald & Carol Johnson 
Lawrence & Irene Johnson 
Kathy Kraft 
Pamela Kraft 
Sherene Kraft, Christopher 
Brenda & Phil Langerud 
Lyle & Pam Leibfried 
Jay & Stacey Lilleberg, Jessica, Amanda 
David Magnuson 
Brett & Taylor Mlynar, Ryan & Jason 
Richard & Dorothy Moen, Isaac & Jessica 
Adam & Jennifer Nash, Kynlie 
Allison Nelson, Bronson, Woodson 
David & Phyllis Nelson 
Darrell Nilep 
Larry & Betty Nygren 
January Obenchain, Ethan, Addison 
Wendell & Wendy Olson, Larissa & Alayna 
Jerry & Marilynn Peters 
IW & Jenny Potgieter, Jacob, Hendrik 
Richard & Charlotte Rardon, Kasey, Kodey 
Kary Rardon, Karlyn 
Michael & Linda Remmick 
Robert & Christy Remmick, Hunter, Emersyn & 
Riley 
David & Laura Rendahl 
Gerald & Linda Schmidt  
Alvin & Debra Schroeder 
Mae Soper 
Ronald & Mary Jane Stubbe 
Myrna Unger 
Julie Wagenman, Ashley 
Paula Windjue 
Joe & Nan Yager 
 
 
 




