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NOTICE
The St. Olaf
Congregational
Annual Meeting
has been postponed
until further notice.

The clear box at the back of the sanctuary
(entrance) is set up at each worship service
to bring awareness to missions that we
want to support with our donations. Each
month we will highlight the mission of the
month. We will send the donations collected in February to ELCA World Hunger.
It will coincide with our observance of Lent. The December mission
of the month was the St. Olaf Radio/Facebook Fund—$152.00 was
received. Thank you to everyone who donated.

Alyssa Schall
Chad & Amanda Engen
SSgt. Sherri Read &
SSgt. Barry Read
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson
Grant Thompson
Justin & Jill Johnson
Derrick Owens
Jonathan Pearson
Matthew Martin
Sgt. Major Brian Soper
Nevon Heisler
Brian Pederson
Cory Schall
Brent Schall
Amy & Cory Everson
Austin Dammen
Ryan Mertens
Gregory Fritz
Spc. Jade Baker
Major Miranda Iverson
SSgt. Billyjo Sandberg
2d Lt. Cassidy Pearson
Kaitlyn Thompson
Matthew Alexander
Trentin Ystaas

December General Fund Expenses
Auto Exp (Mileage) ................... $150.40
BCBS Exp ..................................... 662.40
Church Supplies .......................... 289.84
Custodian HIR Exp....................... 280.00
Mission: EaND Synod (2% Env. Giving)
Total sent to Synod .............. 345.90
Electricity Exp ............................. 771.00
Envelope Giving Exp (EFT) ............ 45.68
Gas (MDU) Exp ........................... 362.00
Insurance Exp.............................. 626.17
Maintenance Exp ....................... 618.87:
Newbys—182.22
Floor cleaner—35.00
Mac’s—54.90
Dakota Wash Master—66.75
Northstar Auto (extinguishers) - 280.00
Office Equip. ............................... 626.66
Office Supplies ............................ 121.00
Other Misc. ................................... 69.97

If you know of
someone serving in
the military, please
let the church office
(662-4911) know.

Guide One In. ................. $150.00
Greater Ramsey Water ....... 20.00

Nodak ................................... 44.00
MDU (2 mos.) ...................... 122.98

General Fund Envelope Giving & Memorials & Designated Funds

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
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Total Expenses .................... $20,301.87
Total Income: ......................... 40,892.85

Retreat Center Fund December Expenses

Date
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Pastor Housing Allowance……..2,000.00
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ......... 385.76
Payroll Exp .................................. 402.62
Pension/Ins Exp ...................... 1,617.37
Postage Exp ................................ 420.99
Pulpit Supply Exp ........................ 125.00
Retreat Ctr. Exp. (Guide One Ins)150.00
City of Devils Lake ...................... 122.30
Special Gifts—Out.................... 1,258.00
1,000.00 to Retreat Ctr.
258.99 to Hope Ctr.—MOM box (Nov.)
Telephone/Internet/Surv. .......... 475.23
Wedding Exp............................... 200.00
Wages ...................................... 8,174.71

9:30 a.m.

General Fund:
Envelope Giving

23
18
31
22

$1,880.00
$6,240.00
$1,660.00
$845.00

General Fund:
Designated Funds:
Gifts & Memorials
Memorials
$20.00
$220.00
$40.00
$5.00

Electronic Giving for NOVEMBER (33 Households):

$4,515.00

$25.00

Baptism is how God guides us
Greetings Brothers and Sisters,
For a variety of reasons, I’ve been
drawn to think more about the
meaning of our baptism. It might
stem from my role in teaching youth
and families about baptism as they
prepare for their children being baptized or in preparing confirmation
students. It might have happened
because baptism is only one of two
sacraments we have in the Lutheran church and it gives us forgiveness of sin, eternal life and the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It might
have to do with an insight I learned
from Martin Luther based on his interpretation of Mark 1:10 where the
biblical text said of Jesus’ baptism:

“And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove
on him.” For Luther, this joining of
us to Jesus’ own baptism meant
that heaven was torn open for him
and us. Since this has already happened, we live our lives on earth
knowing Jesus gave us access to
heaven. It also may be that my artistic work with carving Norwegian
folk art has given me a reason to
want to appreciate how the culture
surrounding the use of folk art in
Lutheran worship carried over into
baptismal rituals. The idea that
something made out of wood with
human hands and brought from
home to the church so it could be
used to be part of the baptism of a
family member, it really struck me
as being culturally significant. Ever
since I saw a carved wooden bowl
made in the Norwegian tradition, I
wanted to know more about this
form of Scandinavian folk art. For
the last several years, I’ve been
blessed to study the bowls made in
the past, to notice decoration on
them, and to be taught how to make
them. There are digital museums,
one in Norway, and other sites in
the U.S., where you can look at
online images of museum artifacts
such as wooden bowls created sev-

Pastor Jim Paulson
eral hundred years ago.
This appreciation of folk art gives
witness to the faith of people from
Northern Europe who learned about
Christianity much later than those
from the Mediterranean region. The
Christians in the Mediterranean region were mostly rooted in the Jewish faith and became transformed
by the risen Jesus Christ. How is it
that folk art can tell us about our
roots as people from Scandinavian
ancestors who learned about Jesus
Christ and had a different cultural
background than Jewish believers?
It is only one of many things that are
enriching about the meaning of baptism and for many of us it speaks to
our own transformation as descendants of Germanic tribes from Northern Europe. As I learn about Scandinavian folk art, I am reminded of
the faith and the cultural connections people had from an earlier
time. The people of Scandinavia
historically had ample supplies of
wood from the forest, so they made
almost everything from wood rather
than use other materials. So a
wooden bowl, as Scandinavian folk
art that was treasured as a family
heirloom, could have connected
generations of a family through a
sacred moment of a child or an
adult being cleansed by Water and
the promises of God’s Word. As
many utensils were once made of
wood to include spoons, bowls, containers, not to mention furniture and
cabins, some of us may have forgotten how such earthy items can
be visible signs of our gratitude for
God’s provision.
When we confirmed our class of
students and affirmed their baptism

in October of last year, I used a
small wooden bowl to pour water
into the baptism font as the words
of the liturgy were said. Later in
two baptisms, I included a carved
wooden bowl, shaped like a bird,
as a way to convey the baptismal
water onto the head of a child in
Holy Baptism. A couple dads allowed a handmade wooden utensil to be part of a sacred moment
in the life of their family and for
the congregation. I hope to encourage members to imagine having a carved wooden bowl, as folk
art, in their homes that can help
them rediscover a connection to
folk art and our religious practice.
Current safety protocols with stopping the spread of COVID have
imposed some necessary social
distancing, ventilation, and mask
wearing on our group activities.
As vaccines for COVID are more
readily available, I hope to teach
about making a wooden bowl
which can be used for our practice of faith, and to encourage either carving or rosemaling as the
decoration for personalizing the
item as folk art.
Baptism is how God guides us to
be his children on earth, and how
the Holy Spirit blesses us with
spiritual gifts to live out our lives
with promised access to heaven
because of Jesus’ own baptism.
When you get discouraged or
bothered by events in your life,
the life of our family, or maybe
unsettling events happening in
our nation, trust that the heavens
were opened for us because of
the divine gift of grace. Recognizing the power of God to break into
our world and pour upon us the
miracle of divine grace, gives us a
different view of our existence on
earth. It matters that we will inherit the very kingdom of heaven,
and God will help us cope with
any burdens as we work our way
heavenward.
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Volunteers
Needed for
Council
Vice President (1 yr.)
Chairperson or Co-Chairs. (2 yrs.) for the following
boards:
 Mutual Ministry

 Outreach & Evangelism
 Stewardship
 Worship and Music
 Church Properties
 Congregational Life
 Youth and Family Ministry
If you are interested in serving on the church council
please call the church office
at 662-4911.
The basic objectives of each
board is available on our
website or Darci will email
you a detailed description of
the board of your choice.
The council meeting is currently scheduled for the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at
7:00 p.m. in the basement.
The council is open to
scheduling the meeting
when everyone is available.
The council represents the
congregation in making important and timely decisions. New ideas are also encouraged! Please consider
donating your time.
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January Council Meeting Minutes
The St. Olaf church council met
Tuesday, January 12, 2021.
Present: Pastor Jim Paulson, Dan
Ness, Evan Markestad, Colette
Boehmer, Sherry Boehmer, Mike
Boehmer, Cindy Brown, Jim Wang,
Crystal Eversvik, Jeri Steffan, Darci
Gilbertson
Not present: Dale Giedd, Dennis
Aardahl, Kitty Overbo, Daria Miller,
Karen Clementich, Brian Quam
Dan Ness called the meeting to order at 7pm. Pastor Jim began the
meeting with a devotion and prayer.
He reminded us that through our
baptisms we can be confident that
we are always connected to God
even during these chaotic and unsettling times.
The December meeting minutes
were reviewed. Pastor Jim noted
that he had performed 2 baptisms
not 3 as the minutes stated. Cindy
moved to approve the minutes as
amended. The motion was seconded and approved.
The treasurer's report was given by
Mike Boehmer. Balances as of December 31, 2020: Designated
Funds $107,977.70; Building Fund
$51,631.72; General Fund
$35,062.66.
The council reviewed Pastor Jim's
December report which included
weekly sermon preparations and
staff meetings; confirmation classes; 2 funeral services; vacation
time; and other duties. Pastor Jim
related to the council a conversation
he had with the director of Eventide
Downtown (formerly Good Samaritan) regarding live streaming church
services to the residents.
Cindy presented the Christian Education board report. Two Sunday
school teachers are still needed to
cover grades 3 and 4, and grades 5
and 6. Donations of individual juice
boxes are appreciated. She
thanked Pastor Jim for his nice
messages to the Sunday school
students before they go to the
classrooms.

Crystal reported that the Youth and
Family Ministry board is scheduled
to meet on January 13. No report at
this time.
No reports from Church Properties,
Lay Ministry, or Stewardship
boards. Congregational Life continues to assist the Faith and Care
groups with Sunday church service
readers and encouraging snack and
juice donations for Sunday school.
Pastor Jim reported that the Worship and Music board is due to have
a meeting.
Unfinished Business: Darci reported
that the church has received information on 2 qualified applicants for
the Youth Coordinator position.
Phase 3 church reopening was discussed. We will continue with live
streaming and radio broadcasts. Up
to 80 people are allowed at a service. Open positions on the church
council will be listed in the Spire.
The annual meeting has been postponed until at least March.
Discussion was held regarding renewal of the Boy Scout charter held
by the St. Olaf's men's club and
possible future legal action against
churches as the Boy Scouts of
America go forward with bankruptcy. A decision was tabled. Jim
Wang will look into this further. Pastor Jim and Dan reported that St.
Olaf still retains $24,400.00 in PPP
grant money earmarked for plumbing improvements. Darci reported
that she has not received an update
on the arrival of the new outdoor
sign.
New Business: The council discussed authorization of the 2021
budget. Jim Wang moved that the
council move forward with the 2021
proposed budget pending approval
at the annual meeting. Evan seconded. The motion was approved.
Meeting was adjourned. The next
council meeting will be Feb. 9. We
closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Boehmer

Faith & Care Group #6—February 2021
Heath & Annie Alexander, Brandon, Rachel
Gary & Cynthia Axtman, Danica
Curtis Bloomquist
Duainne & Paula Bourcy
Janice Carlson
Alex & Sandra Dettling, Jamie
Ben & Erin Erickstad
Kenneth & Sandy Forsberg, Lisa & Lucas
Michael & Lisa Grafsgaard, Jaydon,
Nathaniel, Jennica
Rhonda Greicar
Jeff & Diane Halverson
Jason & Monica Halverson, Collyns
Armen & Connie Hanson, Callie
Deloise Haugen
Al Herda
Michelle Horn
Francis & Delores Johanson
Jeff & Shelley Kenner
Jessica & Mike Kraft
David & Angie Larson, Paige & Benjamin
Jeri Larson
LeRoy Lunde
Danae & Catlan Lysne, Landan
Evan & Joy Markestad, Jace
Jerry & Daria Miller

Betty Ness
Shirley Owens
Dean & Betty Petska
Brian & Rachel Quam, Grace, Grant, Grady
Rory & Charlotte Riggin
Michael & Lisa Rodriguez, Caleb, Mya,
Aunica
Mike & Laurie Rodriguez, Sr.
Jon Saastad, Colton, Nathan
Dustin & Ashley Samuelson, Gregor, Raya
Erik & Kayla Samuelson
Brent & Natasha Schall, Evan, Natalie,
Bella, Mercadeez, Sandra
Ilene Schemionek
Reuben & Marilyn Schnaidt
Deanne Sogge, Michael
Tanner & Alexis Sotvik, Benson, Hattie
Cheryl Stack, Shawn
Jeri Steffan
Diane Togstad
Lynn & Deb Toso, Kaylee
Jane Vang
Marlys Wang
Albert Wood
Steve & Erin Wood, Madison, Zachary,
Christopher & Andrew

Faith & Care Group #7—March 2021
Duane A. & Pam Armstrong
Adam & Sara Bachmeier, Lane, Brooke,
Brittany
Corey & Allyson Bartlett, Danielle, Anna,
Miranda, Jayden
Pam Bartlett
Sarah Bergeron
Karin & Kyle Blanchfield,
Warren, Landen
Rudi & Dianne Bloomquist
Michael & Sherry Boehmer
Paul & Karen Clementich, Sean, Blair &
Erin
Robert Cruse
Bill & Angie DeWall, Jacquelyn, Janessa
& Jadyn
Frans & Brittany Du Plessis, Ian, Jenner
Aaron & Bethany Elshaug, Sophie
Norris & Renae Elshaug, Marti & Hannah
Codi Peterson Fandrich
Idelle Foss
Richard & Rita Foss
Roger & Michelle Fritz, Gregory, Rachel
Perry & Denise Garske
Scott Gerrells, Kody, Robyn, Stevie
Monice Goodman
Bryan & Janet Hannesson, Benjamin,
Logan

Gary Johnson
Connie Jorgenson
Steven & Becky Juntunen, Tenneil
Kristy Laber, Mason, Reiley, Tyler
Amy Lee, Austin & Brady
Joanne Legacie, Dustin, Brady
Newton & Karen Lindseth
Heather MacDonald, Aubrey, Burkley
Judy MacDonald
Karen Meier
Keith & Cynthia Myhre
Cathy Odendaal
Mark & Eva Olson
Sharon Peterson
Angie Ralston, Lexi
Hazel Ralston
Florene Rogne
Harris & Dianne Saele
Lois Senger
Marlys Sollin
Janice Sowatzki
Allen & Peggy Tabor
Muriel Thoreson
Laurie Tostenson
Marlene Young

Our Sunday School program needs juice boxes this month.
Please consider donating juice boxes, as they will be needed on a weekly basis. They can be dropped off at the
Hospitality Center.

General Fund
In Memory Of:
Alta Bloomquist from Rudi & Dianne Bloomquist
Julin Hagen from Armen & Connie Hanson, Newton & Karen Lindseth, Kermit & Glenna Garske,
Florene Rogne
Wayne Simon from Kermit &
Glenna Garske

Radio Fund
In Memory Of:

Julin Hagen from John Sletteland
Debbie, Marie & Warren Skow
from Betty Jane Rushfeldt

Music Fund
In Memory Of:
Dennis Clemenson from Mike &
Sherry Boehmer, Judy Cox

Building Fund
Stained Glass
Windows
In Memory Of:
Dennis Clemenson from Duainne
& Paula Bourcy
In Honor of
Robert “Bob” Dahl’s
90th Birthday from Duainne &
Paula Bourcy
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Dear St Oaf Members,

Dennis Clemenson

If you or someone you
know are in need of
prayers, please contact
the church office:
662-4911.
Your name and concern will
be held before God and
prayed for by everyone on
the Prayer Chain.
You will be asked if you would
like to be included in the prayers
at Sunday worship or you may
request it.
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Well, the Lutefisk, Lefsa and Pickled
Herring Fund Raiser for the St Olaf
Men’s Club is over. All the windowsills have been cleaned of residual
flour from the making of Lefsa and
all signs of Lefsa, Lutefisk and Herring has been removed from St Olaf
except for 67 packages of Lefsa left
to sell and the inviting, slight, residual smell of Lutefisk. So, it is time
to send a thank you to all that
helped and give everyone an update on the end results.
The Men’s Club met in mid Oct at
the Retreat Center to discuss the
possibility of selling Lutefisk as a
source of raising funds for our Club,
as no other fund raiser has been
held since Jan. of 2020. It was decided to move ahead with the sale
of fresh Lutefisk and at that time it
was mentioned that maybe we
could make and sell Lefsa too. We
let the wheels turn and decided
that the least we could do was give
it a try. The date of Dec. 18 was
picked as the day to have everything ready for pickup at the
church.
As of this week, Jan 17th, 2021 we
have sold all our product except for
74 packages of Lefsa. We sold 70
packages of Lutefisk, 53 containers

of Pickled Herring and 454 packages of Lefsa. As a result of this fundraiser, we were able to clear
$4303.80, of this amount the Men’s
Club receives $2151.90 and WELCA
receives the same. Any dollars that
come from the sale of the remaining Lefsa will be split between
these two groups.
I would like to thank everyone that
helped make this a success by supporting this fund raiser and would
like to individually thank those that
were directly involved.
• Ray Sletteland, Dennis Aardahl
and Rodger Haugen for helping
organize, order product, take
orders and hand out the
Lutefisk, Herring and Lefsa on
the 18th of Dec.
• Dennis and Jean Aardahl, Dianne Saele, Karen and Newton
Lindseth and Dale Giedd and
Loretta Bloomquist for spending many hours making Lefsa in
their homes.
• Darci for taking orders over the
phone and Pastor Jim for announcing the Fundraiser.
• Thrivent also helped financially.
God willing, we will be back to our
normal routine by mid-summer.
Thank you all and God Bless,
Harris Saele

We are currently looking for Sunday School
teachers to teach in
the 3rd & 4th grade
classroom and the 5th
& 6th grade classroom.
Any help would be
greatly appreciated.
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February 2021
SUN

MON
1

TUE
2

WED
3

THU
4

- 7:00 Confirmation Class—Zoom

7

8

- 9:30 Worship
-10:40 Sunday
School

14

15

9

10

-7:00 Council
Meeting—
basement

- 7:00 Confirmation Class (Final) Zoom

16

17

- 9:30 Worship

-9:30 Worship
-10:40 Sunday
School

28
-9:30 Worship
-10:40 Sunday
School

5

SAT
6

- 3:30 Music Festi- - 8:00 Music Festival
val

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

-7:00 Ash
Wednesday Worship Service

-10:40 Sunday
School

21

FRI

22

23

24
-7:00 Confirmation Class

-4:00 Spire Deadline

