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Christmas Eve Schedule
Sunday, December 24th

Deacon James W. Travers
Family Ministry Coordinator

11:00 a.m. Worship Service

Darci Gilbertson
Office & Financial Secretary

5:00 p.m.

Kirk Sweeney, Custodian

Dan Nybo, Organist
Samantha Richards, Choir Director

Candlelight Worship Service

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship Service
Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace,
Good will toward men. -Luke 2:14

Memorials
General Fund

Building Fund (Roof)

In MEMORY of
Dorothy Kitterman from Betty Jane Rushfeldt
Larry Tostenson from Tom & Stacie Wade
Allen Altringer from Patty & Tom Rime, Kathy
& Joe Seitzer, Mark & Kristel Peterson, Beth &
Terry Black and families
Genevieve Foss from Michael & Sherry
Boehmer

In MEMORY of
All Veterans from Carol & Rich Lybeck
Dorothy Kitterman from Dennis & Jean
Aardahl, Newton & Karen Lindseth, Marlene
Young
Raymond Weed from Florene Rogne
Allen Altringer from Florene Rogne
Art Myklebust from Florene Rogne
Genevieve “Gen” Foss from Gary Bryn, Betty
Soper
Glenn Lannoye from Larry & Betty Nygren
Irene Steffan from Larry & Betty Nygren
Larry Tostenson from Larry & Betty Nygren
Dale Bloomquist from Duane Carter, Judy
Cox, Betty Soper, Florene Rogne, Iving &
Janice Thompson

Radio Fund
In MEMORY of
Dorothy Kitterman from Dale Giedd & Loretta
Bloomquist
Glenn Lannoye from John Sletteland, Marlys
Sollin

Chad & Amanda Engen
SSgt. Sherri Read &
SSgt. Barry Read
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson
Grant Thompson
Justin & Jill Johnson
Derrick Owens
Jonathan Pearson
Matthew Martin
Sgt. Major Brian Soper
Nevon Heisler
Brian Pederson
Cory Schall
Brent Schall
Amy & Cory Everson
Austin Dammen
Ryan Mertens
Gregory Fritz
Sgt. Cole Baker &
Spc. Jade Baker
Major Miranda Iverson
SSgt. Billyjo Sandberg

St. Olaf Foundation
In MEMORY of
Dale Bloomquist from Doug & Darlene Carlson

October General Fund Expenses
Adult Ed .............................................. 83.21
Altar Supplies ..................................... 82.14
Auto Exp. (Mileage) ....................... 1,919.20
BCBS Exp ........................................... 767.10
Bulletin Exp......................................... 84.15
Church Supplies ................................ 215.20
Confirmation Exp ........................... 1,035.98
Cont. Ed—Pastor .............................. 289.88
Convention Exp ................................ 134.00
Custodian HIR Exp ............................ 280.00
Electricity (Otter Tail) ....................... 767.00
FMC Housing Allow .......................... 381.50
MDU ................................................ 433..00
Insurance Exp ................................... 726.09
Maintenance Exp........................... 1,821.44
Missions:
EaND Synod (Oct) .....................1,333.34
Hope Center (Oct) .......................200.00
LR Comm. Shelter (Oct) ...............100.00
Luth. Soc. Serv. (Oct) .....................86.67
Office Equip ...................................... 636.66
Office Supplies ...................................... 4.82
Miscellaneous Exp ........................... 106.60:
Vanco ....................................... 25.58

If you know
of someone
serving in the
military,
please let
the church
office
(662-4911)
know.
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Ramsey Bank (interest) ........... 81.02
Pastor Housing Allowance…………..1,666.66
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ............... 367.46
Payroll Exp ........................................ 679.80
Pension/Ins Exp ............................ 3,773.30
Postage Exp ...................................... 244.16
Retreat Center Expenses ................. 144.05:
Greater Ramsey Water ........... 20.80
Nodak .................................... 93.00
MDU ....................................... 30.25
City of Devils L.ake ........................... 128.22
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ......... 364.93
Sunday School Exp.............................. 59.99
Wages .......................................... 11,796.17
Youth Activity ..................................... 83.80
Total Oct. 1-30 Expenses ......... $ 30,796.52
Total Oct. income ........................ 27,660.27
(3,136.25)

Line of Credit
Balance owed to Ramsey Bank:

$23,000.00

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving
Date—Sundays
October 29
November 5
November 12
November 19
2

8:30
65
78
74
72

Attendance
11:00
231
108
136
90

Electronic Giving for OCTOBER (23 Households):

General Fund
$4,228.00
$3,665.00
$4,180.00
$3,500.00
$3,100.00

A Blessed Advent and
Christmas Season to you!!
This is my second Christmas with you and so much has happened! I am thankful for the many baptisms, confirmed students, new members, and the young couples blessed in marriage. I am thankful for the
many meals and refreshments, like our Lutefisk, barbeque, rib and pork dinners, and how
we enjoyed homemade donuts and lefse. Also, thanks be to God for all the folks we have
greeted through the new welcome center. All of those things have provided blessings. I am
grateful too for the faith of those who have died, as their legacy of serving and caring for
others is used by God to inspire us to follow their example.

We will soon begin the new church year with Advent and it is a time of waiting. We wait
again for baby Jesus to bring hope and God’s love to the world. We wait for the crucified
and risen Christ to fully redeem the earth and all its creatures. It will be time for us to
change our paraments to blue for Advent. This color reminds us of the night sky and the
hopes the ancient Israelites had for the Messiah, the anointed one, to come and deliver
them. Thanks to our WELCA, at St. Olaf, we have new blue banners that will bring glory to
God in our sanctuary. As Christians we celebrate Advent as our time to wonder and hope
for Jesus to return in the second coming.
It is my hope that you’ll know that it is okay to want Jesus to come now, but at the same
time realize that what we are doing as church is very important work. As I recently mentioned to the 9th grade confirmation students, God calls us to do holy work through our vocations. Therefore, when we do our daily work and bring glory to Christ, we do what God
called us to do in our baptism. Our vocation and our baptism are connected together
through the work of the Holy Spirit. It is what God has made us good at, what brings us joy,
what brings God joy, and what brings joy to others.
I believe that this Advent we have the opportunity to see our faith and the ministries of St.
Olaf in a new light. We have the opportunity to renew our focus on the goodness of God
that lets hope stay alive in our hearts. We can pray to be more thankful for what God has
given us so graciously. We can remind ourselves that everything we have belongs to God
and we get to use it during our lives. It is a wakeup call to realize that God gives us careers, food, healthcare, homes, cars, family responsibilities, possessions, and entertainment. We talk about being good stewards, well a good steward knows how to be watchful
for opportunities to use his or her gifts. I pray that we’ll each recognize that this Advent
hope is shared between us and God. While we hope in the continued blessings of Jesus
being our Lord, God the Father hopes that our response to his grace won’t be an afterthought. Listen to 1 Corinthians 16:2 (Message), “Every Sunday each of you make an
offering and put it in safekeeping. Be as generous as you can.” To be generous as St.
Paul speaks here we might consider making our commitment to give back to God out of our
first fruits. To set aside our first fruits for God is like writing God a check, before we pay for
everything else. It might sound hard to make such a change, but it can happen by taking
small steps and trusting in God that we’ll still have enough afterwards. This Advent, as we
wait and hope for the Christ child to bring joy, peace, and love into people’s hearts, we trust
that God surrounds us with grace now and always. I have great hopes for Christ to renew
and stir us up to continue to be faithful followers of Jesus.
In Christ,
Pastor Jim

Elliot Ann Wack, daughter of
Mark & Cami Wack
Hudson Michael Hunter, son of
Jason & Amber Hunter

Dorothy Kitterman
Larry Tostenson
Genevieve Foss
Dale Bloomquist

Prayer Chain
If you or someone you
know are in need of
prayers,
please contact:
the church office:
662-4911.
Your name and concern
will be held before God
and prayed for by
everyone on the
Prayer Chain.
You will be asked if you
would like to be included in
the prayers at Sunday worship or you may request it.
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November Council Minutes
2018 Offering
Envelopes
Offering envelopes for
2018 will be in the Centennial Room in alphabetical order for you to
pick up starting Wednesday, Dec. 6.

Deadline for
Year-end Giving
If you would like your
giving recorded in 2017
business, please have it
to the church office by
Noon, Friday, Dec. 29th.

Banners
If you like the new green banners
that are up at front of the church
and would like to see the colors
change with the seasons
of the church year, consider making a donation toward the purchase of more colors. Designate
"Altar Guild - banners" on your
check.
Thanks,
Loretta, Altar Guild
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St. Olaf Church Council Meeting,
Tuesday, November 14, 2017
Present: Tom Wade, Betty Nygren,
Rachel Quam, Steven Geigle, Ray
Sletteland, Doris Michaels, Jeri
Steffan, Pastor Jim Paulson, Deacon
Jamie Travers, Darci Gilbertson, Colette Boehmer
Absent: Emily Kimball, Marcus Dahle,
Rodger Haugen
Guests: Shar Gumke, Ray Strong, Kenny Lybeck
Pastor Jim read the parable of the
Good Samaritan from the Gospel of
Luke and led us in prayer. Shar
Gumke, associate to Bishop Brandt,
talked with the council about stewardship. She reminded us that stewardship is a way of life and it is a privilege to be co-workers with Christ.
Kenny Lybeck, from Tecta America,
informed the council that the Education wing roof replacement was finished. He answered questions regarding the warranty and life expectancy
of the new roof. He thanked St. Olaf
for choosing Tecta America.
President Tom Wade called the business meeting to order. There were no
announcements or additions to the
agenda. The October meeting
minutes were approved as printed.
Darci presented the Treasurer's report. The Building fund and Designated fund both have positive balances.
$23,000 has been borrowed from the
line of credit for general operating
expenses. The council discussed the
current financial state. Steve Geigle
made a motion to hold monthly payments to the synod in order to make
payroll. Ray Slettleland seconded.
Motion was approved. Darci presented a bill from Red Willow Bible Camp
for $2390.00 for the 7th graders that
attended this past summer. RWBC
gives the option of paying the full

amount or half. There is $5289.65 in
the Bible camp fund which was raised
by the Sunday noisy offering. Rachel
Quam made a motion to pay the full
amount of $2390.00 from the Bible
camp fund. Ray Sletteland seconded
the motion. The motion was approved.
Reports from Pastor Jim and Deacon
Jamie were reviewed as printed.
Committee reports were reviewed.
Committee chairpersons in attendance presented information from
their meetings. Ray Strong, representing the Church Properties board
and the Retreat Center committee,
asked the council to consider changing the Retreat Center committee to a
board that would be separate from
Church Properties and have its own
representation on the council. The
duties of the custodian and who he
reports to were also discussed.
In unfinished business, Tom will contact Dan at Farmers Union insurance
on a new quote for the church building.
New Business: The council discussed
how to pay $42,000 for the roof repair. Ray Sletteland moved to use
$12,000 from the Building Fund and
to borrow the balance from a financial institution. Steve seconded.
The motion was approved. The council also discussed fundraising ideas.
A request was made to the council to
consider how the Norway Cemetery
may be affected by the proposed hog
farm, since the two properties are
within close proximity. The council
agreed to take no action at this time.
Ray Sletteland moved to adjourn the
meeting. The meeting was adjourned.
We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Boehmer

Each woman in St. Olaf is invited to stop in for
your lunch hour on Thursday, Dec. 7th for the
WELCA Christmas potluck luncheon. If you don’t
have time to prepare a dish—come anyway!
There’s always plenty! Come relax, laugh and enjoy
a festive lunch in the church basement.

See you there!

The latest project of the St Olaf quilters was making tied fleece blankets for Hospice in Grand Forks.
The fleece material was given to the quilters and
the ladies sorted the pieces into pairs, cut the edges and tied them all ending up with 25 finished
blankets. Pictured above, l-r: Judy Strong, Doris
Michaels, Janice Thompson, Shirley Webster,
Yvonne Erickstad, Betty Nygren, Myrna Unger,
Donna Dahlen, Vivian Gilbertson and Marlene
Tollefson.

The Park River Bible Camp sold a quilt (pictured
above) donated by St Olaf at their auction for
$400. The lady who cut and pieced the quilt was
Lois Swenson. Loretta Bloomquist put the quilt
together and Vonnie Erickstad machine quilted
the finished item.

We will meet at St.
Olaf at 5:00 p.m.
then go to Heartland
Care Center, Good
Sam & Odd Fellows
then return to
Duainne & Paula
Bourcy’s for a potluck
supper!

Please join us for
an evening of
caroling and
fellowship!

Sunday, December 17
at

5:00 p.m.

St. Olaf Altar Guild invites you to help decorate our church
for Christmas with gifts of poinsettias
Poinsettias may be given in memory or in honor of loved ones by filling out the coupon below
and returning it to the church office. A list of all
memorials and those in honor of loved ones will
be published in an insert in the
Christmas Eve bulletin.
Donations of money to the Altar Guild will be used to purchase some poinsettias and will also go towards the purchase of other flowers for special occasions throughout the year.
Please mark your plant if you plan to pick it up after Christmas!

A Poinsettia is Given to St. Olaf
In Memory of __________________________________
In Honor of _____________________________________
From __________________________________________
 Money

 Plant

Thanks to the great
group of people who
went to volunteer in
Maddock at the Feed
My Starving Children
MobilePack!
We had 32 people in our St. Olaf
group! In our 2 hour shift there
were about 140 volunteers who
packed 118 boxes of food, which
contained over 25,000 meals,
which will feed 70 kids for one
year!

Christmas Fellowship
& Worship
Come, join us—and
bring a friend!

At the

Retreat Center
Wednesday, Dec. 20th
6:00 p.m.

In November our group participated in the Feed My Starving Children
event in Maddock. In December we will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army and helping with the WELCA Christmas Bazaar.
We are hoping that our church and community will “rise up together” with
us. As a church we have called these young people to go on this journey of
service, learning & fellowship. It is a big task and this group of youth have
stepped up to volunteer their time and funds to go on this journey. But
they can not do it all on their own. When these young people were baptized the pastor asked all of us as a congregation, “People of God, do you promise to support
(name/s) and pray for them in their new life in Christ?” And as a congregation, we responded, “We
do.”
We hope that you will consider supporting them by investing in the mission that St. Olaf has called
them to do. Your support will enable them to multiply your gifts by giving back & helping others for
the next 6 months instead of spending those hours focusing on themselves.

Please Make an Investment
This Summer 15 youth and 3 adults from St. Olaf Lutheran Church are going on a Church Trip to the ELCA
Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. They have invested some of their own money and will be putting
a lot of their time into making this trip happen. They
want to spend the next 6 months helping others in
our community instead of using all that time fundraising for themselves. So they are doing what we
are calling a “This Changes Everything Investment
program” and they would appreciate your support.
What is it: All households of St. Olaf and our community are asked to invest in the faith journey of
these 15 youth and 3 adults. They will not be doing
fundraisers and asking people every week to buy this
or that or come to this fundraiser meal. This program along with 2 or 3 yearly fundraisers will be their
only fundraisers. Instead of spending time focusing
on themselves, they want to spend all that time helping others. With your one time investment they will
be able to do that. If the congregation & community
doesn’t support this program then they will have to
go back to doing regular fundraisers.
What is an investment: Stocks are $30, but a donation of any size would be greatly appreciated. Our
goal is to raise $27,000.
What do investors get for their investment: We
will multiply your gifts by giving back & helping others for the next 6 months instead of spending those
hours focusing on ourselves. For every $20 given we
will give an hour of volunteer time to our church and

community. Investors will also receive a postcard from the youth while they are on the trip
and after the trip, investors will be invited to a
free dessert banquet where the youth will share
about their trip.
How can I invest: There are 4 ways to invest.
1.Directly with the youth. If you make an investment with one of the youth pictured above
your investment goes to support that person.
2.Sunday mornings in between services on January 7 through 21th at the Hospitality Center
3.During the week in the church office. Any investments made at St Olaf on Sundays or
during the week go to support the whole
group.
4.The last full week of January the youth will be
calling all St. Olaf households that haven’t
made an investment and ask them to do so.
Investments can be made anonymously, but we
really want to be able to thank you. Investments can be made one time or pledged to be
paid by 4/1/18.
Thanks for taking time to consider investing in
us!

Faith & Care Group #3—December 2017
662-3989 ........... Duaine & Barb Ash
350-0820 ........... Lisa Bachmeier
381-9231 ........... Robert Banet, Bailee, Caleb
662-6339 ........... Roxanne & Mike Barendt, Morgan, Hannah
662-1840 ........... Nicole & David Bender, Austin
662-6628 ........... Orlinda Bendickson
662-5197 ........... Rodney Bennes
662-5090 ........... Terry & Beth Black, Molly, Elle, Charly
662-4464 ........... Janice Breakey
398-3396 ........... Jon & Cindy Brown, Drew, Casey, Reagan, Bailey
662-5863 ........... Gene & Melissa Burkhard, Brady, Toby
662-5453 ........... Dennis & Paulette Clemenson
662-2354 ........... Kermit & Glenna Garske
662-8451 ........... Judy Hager
662-8942 ........... Helen Hanson
662-7292 ........... Leonard Jemtrud
739-4815 ........... Dona Krahler, Jadyn & Zachary
766-4812 ........... Ruby Lohnes, Dani
398-3932 ........... Richard Mahoney
350-1678 ........... Brandon & Kelsey Mertens, Holden, Leightyn
662-7131 ........... Don Mertens, Ryan
662-5843 ........... Duane Moen
395-4304 ........... Kent & Hayley Ness, Ty
662-3247 ........... Chuck & Barb Olson, Alex, Kelley, Mallory
662-6107 ........... Linda Olson
766-4514 ........... Sigurd Olson (Oberon)
320-0602 ........... Derrick & Holly Owens, Alexander
662-8450 ........... Stella Papachek
351-6839 ........... Jacqueline Peterson, Jesse
662-4192 ........... Tommy & Myrna Peterson
662-3977 ........... Harry & Darlene Pflaum
662-2289 ........... Mabel Rabadeaux
351-7660 ........... Bonnie Rader, James
662-4533 ........... Sharon Rance
350-0352 ........... Ann & Richard Rasmusson, David, Blake
662-3255 ........... Arvin & Jeanette Rohrer
351-5063 ........... Marlene & Dana Salisbury
741-5038 ........... Amber & Ben Sander, Baily, Brighton
662-5546 ........... Cory & Tobey Schall, Austin, Alyssa
662-1186 ........... Stacy & Shannon Schmidt, Preston
662-3956 ........... Valerie Sensiba
351-4825 ........... Valerie Skadsem
351-9402 ........... Amber Skadsem, Clint, Kasyn, Esperanza
662-3274 ........... Betty Soper
398-3211 ........... Gaylene & Lawrence Tollefson
662-7961 ........... Kristie Tollefson
662-5194 ........... Orville & Audrey Wang, Autumn, George
662-4930 ........... Nancy Watt, Brandon
662-2723 ........... Kristi Ystaas

Faith & Care Group #4
January 2018
Beth Berg
Gerald Bryn
Duane Carter
Sonja Clemenson
Lisa Craddock, Charles
Wade & Becky Christianson, Cayden,
Ethan
Robert Dahl
Steve Dahl
Marcus & Lacey Dahle
John & Kim Dahlen, Cassandra &
Christopher
Yvonne Erickstad
Tammy Fischer, Garrett, John, Michael
Steven & Evonne Geigle, Kade, Micah
Dale Giedd & Loretta Bloomquist
Lance & Becky Hawkins, Maria, Isabelle
Jim & Candy Helgeson
Rob Hendrickson
Darlene Hoffart, Austin & Brooke
Ken & Linda Hunt
Jason & Amber Hunter, Gabriella, Ryder,
Hudson
Gerald, Jr. & Kristen Johnson, Chase &
Morgan
Jan Johnson, Brittany & Kayla
Jerry & Kara Johnson, Jeremiah
Scott Klemetsrud
Roger & Debbie Korb, Derrik
Mike & Kristina Kuntz, Jack & Mallory
Robert & Voni Lange, Macy & Zachary
Jeff & Kathy Lovseth
Richard & Sandra Lunde
Richard Lybeck
Diane Mertens
Doris Michaels
Vernon Moen
Charles & Helen Nelson
Louise Oleson
Judy Ovre
Mark & Kristel Peterson, Carly, Craig,
& Kelsey
Betty Jane Rushfeldt
Sheldon Severtson
Tyler & Emily Schiele, Kynlee, Tucker
Wayne & Helen Simon
Kyle Sletteland
Ray & Judy Strong
Janel Taylor
Irving & Janice Thompson
Marlene Tollefson
Steve & Jan Visby, Adam & Alyssa
Tom & Stacie Wade, Mackenzie
Shirley Webster
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Office
Closed

