NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 17
DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AUGUST 2017

St. Olaf Lutheran Church

Do you know the
names of the
people sitting
around you?

601 6th Street NE
Devils Lake, ND 58301-2525
Phone: 701-662-4911
FAX: 701-662-4820
Email: stolaf@gondtc.com

Help us to build a tool
that will put names with
faces. Be a part of new
family directory program—we need YOU
to make it complete!

www.stolfchurchdevilslake.com
Pastor Jim Paulson
Email: stolafprjim@gondtc.com

Deacon James W. Travers
Family Ministry Coordinator
Darci Gilbertson
Office & Financial Secretary
Kirk Sweeney, Custodian
Dan Nybo, Organist
Samantha Richards, Choir Director

Be Included! Schedule your
photography session today

Dates of Photography: August

8-12 & August 15-19

Visit our website: stolafchurchdevilslake.com and click on
the “Sign up now!” link or call the church office at 662-4911
to make your appointment.

Blood Drive
A great big "Thank You" to everyone who made an appointment to donate blood, called people for appointments, helped
register the days of the drive, made cookies and provided juice
and other treats. Of the 84 people who made appointments, fifty
-one persons were able to donate 64 units of blood, well above
United Blood Service's goal.

Chad & Amanda Engen
SSgt. Sherri Read &
SSgt. Barry Read
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson
Grant Thompson
Justin & Jill Johnson
Derrick Owens
Jonathan Pearson
Matthew Martin
Sgt. Major Brian Soper
Nevon Heisler
Brian Pederson
Cory Schall
Brent Schall
Amy & Cory Everson
Austin Dammen
Ryan Mertens
Gregory Fritz
Sgt. Cole Baker &
Spc. Jade Baker
Captain Miranda Iverson

If you know
of someone
serving in the
military,
please let
the church
office
(662-4911)
know.
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June General Fund Expenses
Altar Supplies ............................... 82.14
Auto Exp. (Mileage) ................... 302.56
BCBS Exp .................................... 767.10
Christian Fellowship..................... 40.97
Church Supplies ......................... 282.25
Committee Exp ............................ 81.31
Convention Offering .................. 300.00
Convention Exp (Assembly) .... 1,258.66
Custodian HIR Exp...................... 280.00
Electricity (Otter Tail) ................. 767.00
FMC Housing Allow.................... 381.50
MDU........................................ 1,137.00
Insurance Exp............................. 726.09
Maintenance Exp ....................... 123.88
Missions:
EaND Synod (May) ............. 1,333.34
Hope Center (May) ............... 200.00
LR Comm. Shelter (May) ....... 100.00
Luth. Soc. Serv. (May) ............. 86.67
Office Equip ............................ 1,791.91
Office Supplies ........................... 551.05
Miscellaneous Exp ...................... 64.46:
Vanco.............................. 29.40
Ramsey Bank (interest) . 13.70
Leevers (Council supper) 21.36
Pastor Housing Allowance ...... 1,666.66
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ........ 367.46

Payroll Exp ..................................644.09
Pension/Ins Exp ......................3,773.30
Postage Exp ................................176.80
Pulpit Supply ...............................350.00
Retreat Center Expenses ...........170.60:
Greater Ramsey Water ......69.60
Nodak ................................38.00
MDU ...................................63.00
City of Devils L.ake ......................148.79
Sunday School Exp ........................20.08
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ...391.44
Wages ....................................11,019.65
Worship Supplies ........................678.21
Total JUNE 1-30
Expenses ............................. 30,064.97
Total JUNE income.................22,118.19
(7,945.78)

Line of Credit
Balance owed to Ramsey Bank:
$5,000.00

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving
Date—Sundays
June 25
July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
2

8:30
71
61
53
49
64

Attendance
11:00
66
91
103
57
72

Electronic Giving for March (24 Households):

General Fund
$3,452.00
$4, 887.00
$6,736.00
$2,396.00
$3,688.00
$3,235.00

Greetings to Our Members
and Friends of St. Olaf!
Family. We say the word and our mind quickly races to pictures of loved
ones. We think of our spouse, our children, our grandchildren and great
grandchildren, our parents, our grandparents, our aunts and uncles, and
all those nieces, nephews and cousins who make up the family. We say
the word and a crowd of people appears in our mind, a crowd that knows
us and would make that claim. We say the word and remember gatherings, holidays and special times at church. We remember joyful times
like baptism, first communion, confirmation, marriage, and the sad times
like funerals when loved ones leave us to enter eternity with God. We
say the word family and grief might still come into our thinking when we
recall broken promises or broken relationships.
This Summer and Fall I want to lead us to think about family as it applies
to the church here at St. Olaf. We can ask ourselves what does God
hope for us to be as family here as St. Olaf. For starters, we can begin
the conversation by looking at our mission statement. It says that we
are: “A family of believers called to proclaim the Good News of
God’s reconciling love.” What does it mean to be “family of believers”?
Alternatively, what does it mean for believers to have a family that isn’t
defined by blood, but by being claimed by Jesus Christ?
Jamie Travers, our Deacon, began our last council meeting with a conversation about sharing stories of future hope. I’d like to share some of
these ideas with you. To unpack the phrase, shared stories of future
hope, we mean stories being shared from a group and not through one
person’s story alone. Since we have God’s stories in Scripture, our St.
Olaf stories from over 130 years of church life, and then the collection of
our individual stories, it might be hard to believe they all matter. They
do. The cool thing is that because all those stories matter, we can realize together a story for St. Olaf that is bigger than ourselves. I find that
exciting!!!
Speaking of realizing a story that is bigger than ourselves, we can always be surprised by what God is doing in our midst. Our membership
is more varied and dynamic than appearances have sometimes suggested. Our membership rolls for St. Olaf show that the bulk of our members
are not seniors, but that membership here consists of a range of ages so
we have life experience from several generations. As we see our membership more accurately, we recognize that our stories reflect our generation’s perspectives. Since our family of believers at St. Olaf has stories
from several generations, we share different perspectives about faith
practices. It is the challenge we have of being a multi-generational community, but what about being an inter-generational community? That is
a church community that focuses on faith growing across generations.
Let’s ask God to guide us as we see how our mission statement matters
to our lives and work at St. Olaf. Pray about your faith story and how
you see yourself being a part of the St. Olaf story. We’d like to hear from
you and also how St. Olaf has played a part in your story.
God’s peace to you,
Pastor Jim

Welcome
to the
Question &
Answer
Section
Are families planning a
funeral offered a choice on
using a pall?
Recently, a member asked about
the pall and its use during a funeral.
A number of things can be said
about it. First, a pall as a white
cloth placed on the casket, is a
symbol of the Baptism each of us
can receive from God as members
of Christ’s Church. It is a visible
reminder of God’s claim on us
through that gift of grace where we
live with the promise of one day
crossing over from earthly death to
eternal life. Our bodies will decay
in death, but the promise of eternal
life transcends our death. Second,
using a pall during a funeral service,
is very Lutheran and has been part
of the practice of faith in many congregations. Therefore St. Olaf is in
good company with other Lutheran
churches who continue to use a
pall. Third, whenever funerals are
planned , please know that Pastor
Jim works with those families so
the service is respectful of family
wishes and yet sacred as a celebration of the person’s life who has
passed. That means some as aspects are negotiable such as whether Holy Communion is offered, a
pall is used, or if a reception is
scheduled following burial, etc.
Because of the importance of Baptism for our faith formation, Pastor
Jim will always encourage the use
of the Pall for funerals. We are
very thankful for the financial support of the St. Olaf altar guild and
the WELCA group which allowed St.
Olaf to have a pall.
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Food for Thought...
The council has been made aware of a few maintenance issues needing attention at St. Olaf. A couple of these are quite sizable cost wise:
 replacement of the Sunday school addition roof system
 repair of our stained glass windows
Each of these items will cost in the neighborhood of $40 - $45 thousand based
on current estimates.
Another item that has been talked about is:
 replacement of the windows in the festival room in our downstairs

There may be other items that could be considered that the council is
not aware of and our ears are open to suggestions.
It is our thought that we should combine these projects into one and have
the work completed next spring. Costs would be paid in the same manner as
our major renovation completed years ago: specific fundraising and a project
loan to be paid for over time.
Because a project of this magnitude will require approval of the congregation
we are bringing it forward at this time to allow ample discussion and consideration prior to a potential vote at our annual meeting in January 2018. Please
let us know what you think. Thank you.

Memorials
General Fund
In Memory of
James “Jim” Crane from Gary
Bryn, Stella Papachek, Dale &
Loretta Giedd, Richard & Carol
Lybeck, Betty Kalhagen, Beth Berg

Building Fund
In Memory of
James “Jim” Crane from Irving &
Janice Thompson, Duane Carter

Stained Glass Fund
In Memory of
James “Jim” Crane from Duainne
& Paula Bourcy

Music Fund
In Memory of
Roberta Mundahl from Myrna
Unger

Radio Fund
In Memory of
James “Jim” Crane from Newton
& Karen Lindseth

Retreat Center Fund
In HONOR of
Harris & Dianne Saele’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary from Marlene Young

Altar Guild Fund
In Memory of
James “Jim” Crane from Marlene
Young

WELCA Stewardship
In HONOR of
Beth Berg’s 90th Birthday from
Judy Ovre, Larry & Betty Nygren

Fall
Planning is
Underway
Fall planning is underway and a Wednesday
night after school program with a meal and
worship is being considered. We’ll be
checking with our
members soon about
preferences so we can
reach families that have
scheduling conflicts
with Sunday morning.
The Christian Education
Committee will be making proposals and recruiting adult leaders
and teachers so stay
tuned.
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30th Annual
Convention of the
EaND Synodical
Women’s
Organization
September 16, 2017
Faith Lutheran ELCA
Church
Valley City
Watch for updated
information.
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Kits and Kuchen
Miriam Circle and friends recently assembled 42 Newborn Kits and 20 Hospice Kits for the Immanuel Health Clinic in Central African Republic. This clinic is sponsored by the Eastern North Dakota Synod of the ELCA.
Thanks to Thrivent, WELCA and Faith & Care for their financial assistance
and also to Pastor Harold Ovre who has delivered the kits to the Global
Health Ministries warehouse in Minneapolis each year since the project’s
inception.

Hospitality Center
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” – Luke 10:27
This past year Pastor Jim has been guiding our
congregation in thinking about being welcoming.
The church council and boards have considered
what it means to welcome and to practice hospitality. One of the things the
council talked about was the entrance to
the education building. What does it
look like to a visitor? How could it be
used as a tool for hospitality ministry?
In May, Deacon Jamie and Pastor Jim
tried an experiment with a “hospitality
center” in the entry way, relating to getting ready for Faith in
Action Sunday. It was well received and so the council decided to set up a Hospitality Center. Jamie put together a design and met with the decorating committee to choose colors, etc. In July, various volunteers got together to build the
counter and table. Thank you
to Newtown Lindseth, Vern
Moen, Rich Lybeck, Dennis
Aardahl & Jamie Travers for
their help in building & to
Thrivent for support in creating
an Action Team. Opening day
of the Hospitality Center is set
for July 30.
The purpose of the Hospitality
Center is to welcome people to
St. Olaf and to help with hospitality ministry. As a family of believers, we want
all to be welcome in our church building. It will be another tool for hospitality,
welcome & assist visitors, a place for people to gather, offer a beverage & conversation, a place to share what we have going on and a place to sign people up
for various ministries & activities. Each month a different board/ministry of St.
Olaf will oversee the operating of the Hospitality Center on Sunday mornings.
During that month, they will also be sharing information about what their
board/ministry does at St. Olaf. If anyone wants to use the Hospitality Center
on any Sunday morning please let us know in the church office, so we can connect you with the right person to coordinate schedules.
September: Christian Education Board February: Congregational Life Board
October: Youth & Family Board
March: Evangelism Board
November: Stewardship Board
April: WELCA & Men’s Club
December: Worship Board
May: Church Properties Board &
January: Outreach Board
Retreat Center Committee

What is Altar Guild?
Altar Guild consists of four groups
- each group serving for one
month three times a year. Altar
Guild members are volunteers or
have been recruited when needed. Each group has a chairperson
- the one who calls and schedules
the others in the group as needed
for any particular Sunday (or other service) within their particular
month of service.
A general outline of duties are as
follows:
1. Change the altar clothes to
the designated color for the season of the
church year.
2. Check communion supplies
and order when needed.
3. Set up communion service
filling trays and placing on the
altar prior to service.
4. Display flowers depending on
the season or occasion.
5. Assist pastor during communion as needed.
6. Deal with condition of altar
clothes as needed.
7. Clean up following service.
Altar Guild meets in the Quilting
Room every last Sunday of the
month or as otherwise announced. The pastor typically
attends the meeting. Discussion
centers around the plans and details of the coming month.
Many of the guild members have
been serving for years and can no
longer due to age and/or health.
Please consider volunteering to
be a part of the guild. Many
hands make light work. Call the
church office 662-4911 and Darci
will put you on the list and then
come to the 9:45 meeting on the
last Sunday for the specifics on
how you can serve. Want to
know more before you commit?
Come to a meeting first to see if
this is a fit for you.
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MUST
PRE-REGISTER
Name:
___________________
___________________
Phone Number:
___________________
Email:
___________________
___________________

$35/person to be
paid to secure a
spot

ST. OLAF RETREAT CENTER

Contact :
Diane 701-230-9433
Lacey 406-930-1433 or
701-662-1858

Thank You!

July Council Meeting Minutes
St. Olaf Church Council Meeting, Tuesday, July 11, 2017
Present: Tom Wade, Jeri Steffan, Betty
Nygren, Danielle Hawn, Ray Sletteland,
Doris Michaels, Darci Gilbertson, Colette
Boehmer, Jamie Travers, Pastor Jim
Paulson
Absent: Rodger Haugen, Marcus Dahle,
Emily Kimball, Steven Geigle

Jamie Travers led us in a study of generational differences as the council continues to look at developing a vision statement for St.
Olaf. Jamie read 2 Samuel Chapter 12. A
vision can be shared stories of future
hope. What is God's story for St. Olaf?
President Tom Wade called the meeting
to order. There were no announcements
or additions to the agenda. The minutes
from the June meeting were reviewed
and stand approved as printed.
Darci presented the treasurer's report.
All accounts show positive balances as of
this meeting date. Danielle moved to
accept the treasurer's report. Ray seconded. The motion carried and the report was approved.
Pastor Jim's report and Jamie's report
were reviewed. There were no questions
and no discussion.
Committee Reports: Ray Strong has resigned as chairman of Church Properties.
Most of the committees did not meet in
July, other reports were reviewed as
printed.
Unfinished Business:
Darci presented a price of $5.69 a
piece for name tags from an online company that she has been dealing with. She
will also check with local businesses for
pricing. The council discussed asking
members to consider donating or pur-

chasing their own name tags. New members would receive name tags in their
new member packets. Darci will follow
up with the executive council, if needed,
with additional pricing information Ray
made a motion to approve purchasing
name tags.
Betty seconded. The motion was approved.
A council retreat has been scheduled
for Saturday, August 26, at the Retreat
Center.
Dates for Directory photos: August 812, August 15-19
Jamie presented an update on the
Welcome/Hospitality Center. The furnishings have been approved by the
Decorating Committee. Jamie and volunteers have been constructing a desk/
counter and table. Jamie suggested that
the Hospitality Center be staffed by
Council Board/Committee members and
volunteers on Sundays starting in September. Staffing would be before services, between services, and possibly
after the 11:00 service if needed. Danielle moved that each council board
choose a month of the year to be represented and man the Hospitality Center
and to find volunteers. Jeri seconded the
motion.
The motion carried.
New Business:
There will be no regularly scheduled
church council meeting in August as
many members will be absent on August
8. If needed the executive council or the
entire council could be called to meet at
a different time before the August 26
retreat.
Jeri moved to adjourn the meeting. Danielle seconded. The meeting was adjourned. We closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Colette Boehmer

Vernell Soper

Koltin Owen Christianson
Son of Julie Christianson and
Charles Blue Jr.

Prayer Chain
If you or someone you
know are in need of
prayers,
please contact:
the church office:
662-4911.
Your name and concern
will be held before God
and prayed for by
everyone on the
Prayer Chain.
You will be asked if you
would like to be included in
the prayers at Sunday worship or you may request it.
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Faith & Care Group #6—August 2017
230-1538 ............ Heath & Annie Alexander, Brandon, Rachel
662-4617 ............ Gary & Cynthia Axtman, Danica
766-4183 ............ Dwayne Bachmeier
350-1099 ............ Eric & Amy Berg, Hannah, Lawson, Isla, Hollis, Anders
662-8212 ............ Curtis Bloomquist
662-4148 ............ Duainne & Paula Bourcy
662-1974 ............ Darren & Jane Briss
662-3574 ............ H. Raymond Bryn
351-1885 ............ Janice Carlson
662-5192 ............ Alex & Sandra Dettling, Jamie
230-2677 ............ Ben & Erin Erickstad
662-8854 ............ Kenneth & Sandy Forsberg, Lisa & Lucas
230-9580 ............ Gerald & Vivian Gilbertson
662-8457 ............ Michael & Lisa Grafsgaard, Jaydon, Nathaniel, Jennica
398-3069 ............ Rhonda Greicar
662-7255 ............ Jeff & Diane Halverson
739-7167 ............ Jason & Monica Halverson, Collyns
662-5910 ............ Armen & Connie Hanson, Callie
662-3559 ............ Deloise Haugen
662-5755 ............ Al & Yvonne Herda
662-7198 ............ Francis & Delores Johanson
662-3582 ............ Tom & Mary LaMotte
662-8070 ............ David & Angie Larson, Paige & Benjamin
662-2702 ............ Jeri Larson
662-5422 ............ LeRoy Lunde
230-1025 ............ Evan & Joy Markestad
393-4401 ............ Jerry & Daria Miller
662-5939 ............ Betty Ness
351-5245 ............ Roberta Odden
662-3083 ............ Wayne & Shirley Owens
361-9514 ............ Chad & Amanda Peterson
662-8334 ............ Dean & Betty Petska
247-3340 ............ Brian & Rachel Quam, Grace, Grant, Grady
662-7907 ............ Louise Rham
662-4156 ............ Rory & Charlotte Riggin
351-6331 ............ Michael & Lisa Rodriguez, Caleb, Mya, Aunica
662-5559 ............ Mike & Laurie Rodriguez, Sr.
395-4463 ............ Jon Saastad, Colton, Nathan
740-8782 ............ Dustin & Ashley Samuelson, Gregor, Raya
799-1129 ............ Erik & Kayla Samuelson
662-5546 ............ Marilyn Schall
662-3245 ............ Brent & Natasha Schall, Evan, Natalie, Bella, Mercadeez, Sandra
662-3277 ............ Ilene Schemionek
662-7321 ............ Reuben & Marilyn Schnaidt
662-4320 ............ Ione Skramstad
662-5993 ............ Deanne Sogge, Michael, Jessica
662-4418 ............ Tanner & Alexis Sotvik, Benson, Hattie
662-2436 ............ Cheryl Stack, Shawn
662-5423 ............ Jeri Steffan
662-5747 ............ Diane Togstad
393-4311 ............ Lynn & Deb Toso, Kaylee
662-3890 ............ Marlys Wang
398-3148 ............ Albert Wood
398-5393 ............ Steve & Erin Wood, Madison, Zachary, Christopher & Andrew

Faith & Care Group #7
September 2017
Duane A. & Pam Armstrong
Judy Aronson
Adam & Sara Bachmeier, Lane, Brooke, Brittany
Corey & Allyson Bartlett, Danielle, Anna,
Miranda, Jayden
Pam Bartlett
Sarah Bergeron
Kyle & Karin Blanchfield, Warren, Landen
Rudi & Dianne Bloomquist
Michael & Sherry Boehmer, Cole
Paul & Karen Clementich, Sean, Blair & Erin
Livonia Crane
Robert Cruse
Bill & Angie DeWall, Jacquelyn, Janessa
& Jadyn
Frans & Brittany Du Plessis, Ian, Jenner
Karen Duray
Aaron & Bethany Elshaug, Sophie
Norris & Renae Elshaug, Marti & Hannah
Codi Peterson Fandrich
Idelle Foss
Richard & Rita Foss
Roger & Michelle Fritz, Gregory, Rachel
Perry & Denise Garske
Scott Gerrells, Kody, Robyn, Stevie
Monice Goodman
Bryan & Janet Hannesson, Benjamin, Logan
Gary Johnson, Brittany & Kayla
Connie Jorgenson
Steven & Becky Juntunen, Tenneil
Helena Ketterling
Dorothy Kitterman
Kristy Laber, Mason, Reiley, Tyler
Amy Lee, Austin & Brady
Joanne Legacie, Dustin, Brady
Newton & Karen Lindseth
Heather MacDonald, Aubrey, Burkley
Judy MacDonald
Karen Meier
Gladys Moen
Nick & Sarah Murchie, Easton
Keith & Cynthia Myhre
Cathy Odendaal
Mark & Eva Olson
Sharon Peterson
Hazel Ralston
Florene Rogne
Marcella Sackenreuter
Harris & Dianne Saele
Edward & Lois Senger
Marlys Sollin
Janice Sowatzki
Allen & Peggy Tabor
Muriel Thoreson
Nathan & Farrah Trottier
Marlene Young
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