
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NO. 17 

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 7  

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
601 6th Street NE 

Devils Lake, ND  58301-2525 

 

Phone:  701-662-4911 

FAX:  701-662-4820 

Email: stolaf@gondtc.com 

 

www.stolfchurchdevilslake.com 
 

Pastor Jim Paulson 

Email: stolafprjim@gondtc.com 

 

Deacon James W. Travers 

Family Ministry Coordinator 

 

Darci Gilbertson 

Office & Financial Secretary 
 

Kirk Sweeney, Custodian 
 

Dan Nybo, Organist 
 

Samantha Richards, Choir Director 

 

 

8:30   Worship 

9:30   Coffee  

9:30   SS Registration 

10:45 Group Photo 

11:00 Worship 

12:00 Picnic 



Welcoming  

Others by 

Name 
My apologies for still learning everyone’s name at St. 

Olaf.  As pastor, it is my continued goal to be on a first 

name basis with you as a member and friend of St. 

Olaf.  I am also reminded by members that I am not 

alone in the task of learning names of all those who 

attend worship.  There is the frequent situation that either a former member, inactive member, or a visitor 

attends worship and their name escapes us when we would want to warmly greet them for being with us.  

 

As council has met this year, we have devoted the first part of each monthly meeting to discuss what it 

means to be a welcoming church community.  The topic of being a welcoming community wasn’t my idea, 

but it came out of our discussions about our church’s long held mission statement: “A family of believers 

called to proclaim the Good News of God’s reconciling love.”  Recently, council and many of our church lead-

ers spent a day at the Retreat Center learning how being welcoming has a connection to the mission state-

ment.  I should also mention that fairly soon after I came to St. Olaf, I learned more about our history and a 

previous effort to acquire and use nametags.  It helped me understand why a tangled box of nametags, 

ropes, and clothesline was in my office.  

 

It has become evident to me that the goal of having nametags remains quite sound and consistent with being 

a welcoming community at St. Olaf.   What became a stumbling block in the past involved the manner of us-

ing and keeping the nametags (ropes and strings for storage).  After much investigation, it was decided by 

church council, after consulting property committee and the decorating committee, that nametags would be 

provided for our membership and stored on the wall near an entrance.  Oak racks were made and donated 

by one of our members.  Members will decide which storage areas work best for them.  Members and friends 

of St. Olaf are encouraged to wear their nametags on Sunday mornings while they are in the building.  That 

helps us to greet each other and guests by name during coffee fellowship, adult forums, and Sunday School 

programs.  We’ll encourage members to use them wherever St. Olaf is being represented at a table or booth 

in a community event.  

 

The nametags will be attached to clothing by using a magnetic strip and members who need a pin mounted 

nametag will have those instead through their contacting the church office.  Since the cost of each nametag is 

$5.00, we are encouraging members and friends to donate that amount to the church.  You can do it by 

writing a check and indicating nametag in the memo line or by making a cash donation in a envelope and des-

ignating it for nametags.  This nametag effort also coincides with the celebration of our 130th anniversary 

and it would a wonderful act of kindness to contribute toward another person(s) nametag.   



Come celebrate 
130 years  
with us on  

September 10th! 
 Worship at 8:30 or 11:00.   
 Sunday School Registration & 

coffee fellowship at 9:30.   
 Group Photo at 10:45  
 

We are going to gather 
all ages of members 

and friends outside on 
the front steps of St. 
Olaf for a group photo.  

 
 Picnic with activities & ser-

vice projects at noon.  
Hamburgers, hot dogs & bever-
ages will be provided.  Please 
bring a side dishes and desserts 
to share. 
 
There will be a photo booth and 
games for all ages. 
 
A special offering will be received 
as a service project that day. 
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Dear members and friends of St. Olaf, 
 
I think we can all agree that the demands for our 
time have increased greatly.  I’ve especially noticed 
this over the last twenty years.  As there are many 
reasons for this situation, let’s face it that we often 
contribute to the demands ourselves.  Our jobs, our 
families, our events with our children and grandchil-

dren, our interests, our involvement in church and community organizations, and 
the place of our faith are all part of this mix.  It is not a surprise then that all of 
those things taking our time can seem to be in competition.   
 
To be helpful here, I want to talk about something that has direct bearing on this 
challenge of navigating through competing activities.  It is a fact that we can’t do 
everything on our plate, nor does God expect us to do everything.  It is a human 
problem that we load ourselves up this way, but it is our problem nevertheless.  I 
haven’t even talked about the demands we have when we assume the role of care-
giver for our parents or other family members.   
 
So, what happens when we say “no” to some activity where we are expected to 
participate?  How do we have peace in saying “no” to a family request, to an invita-
tion to serve on a committee at church, or to a request to work in the kitchen at a 
community event?  I obviously have some thoughts on this aspect and that is why I 
am writing this article.  We need to say “no” to those things that get in the way of 
our relationship with God.  It is being faithful to our practice of faith and to our 
sabbath keeping to say “no” when it is appropriate. God doesn’t want us to over-
commit ourselves to anything, even church activities.  Our jobs, our vocations, can 
place demands on us, yet God knows that we need our livelihood to be responsible 
people.  Our time at work is not an issue here unless that work leaves no time for 
rest, family, and God.  Truth be told most of us still have plenty of time to give to 
other things.  Besides our sleep time we value our time as a family, the time when 
our children compete in sports, orchestra, band or take part in a play or musical.  
We value our time being at some milestone event like a graduation, recital, or a 
time of special honor like an eagle ceremony in Scouting.  Those activities are im-
portant and then there are the vacations and weekend getaways that families feel 
are important for their wellness.  
 
My point though is that all those things can’t be always so important that we rou-
tinely overlook our gratitude to God for giving us breath, vocations, and families to 
love. God is good, God is great, we say, but how great is God really to us in terms 
of our willingness to serve him and others?  When I meet with parents to explain 
their responsibilities for their child being baptized, I remind them that they are 
promising to regularly bring their children to worship.  It isn’t God’s will, if we take 
up all our time saying yes to everything else.  The first three commandments all 
deal with our relationship with God: “You shall have no other gods”, “You shall not 
take the name of the Lord your God in vain”, and “Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy”.  We worship everything else but God if our time with God is an after-
thought.  I pray that you’ll see that God blesses us with the wisdom we need to 
strike a balance between work, family, recreation, and Sabbath keeping. You see 
even a situation where we have to decline a family invitation can be used by God 
as a teaching moment.  It says there are some things where responding to God, 
like worship, Christian fellowship and service, can be more important than any-
thing else. How else will our family members know that our faith is important if we 
always make church and Sabbath keeping a lower priority than their wishes. I am 
excited about our gifts and resources for serving Jesus at St. Olaf, yet I feel that our 
work for Jesus is being short circuited by our inability to say “no” at God’s expense. 
Please consider God’s call to serve at St. Olaf more seriously and welcome God’s 
opportunity to bless you and our faith community.  
 

Serving Together in Christ, 
Pastor Jim 
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Chad & Amanda Engen 
SSgt. Sherri Read & 

SSgt. Barry Read 
Cpl. Jeffrey J. Olson 
Sgt. Jesse S. Olson 
Grant Thompson 

Justin & Jill Johnson 
Derrick Owens 

Jonathan Pearson 
Matthew Martin 

Sgt. Major Brian Soper 
Nevon Heisler 

Brian Pederson 
Cory Schall 
Brent Schall 

Amy & Cory Everson 
Austin Dammen 
Ryan Mertens 
Gregory Fritz 

Sgt. Cole Baker &  
Spc. Jade Baker 

Captain Miranda Iverson 
 
 

If you know 
of someone 
serving in the 
military, 
please let  
the church 
office  
(662-4911) 
know.  

Weekly Attendance & Envelope Giving 

Date—Sundays 
 

July 30 
August 6 
August 13 
August 20 

Attendance 
8:30        11:00 
  57  88 
  71  80  
  53     83 
  48      95 

    General Fund 
 

$2,783.00 
$5,001.00 
$3,905.00 
$5,053.72 

Electronic Giving for July (24 Households):    $3,235.00 

July General Fund Expenses 
Auto Exp. (Mileage) ................... 160.99 
BCBS Exp .................................... 767.10 
Bulletin Exp ................................ 158.32 
Church Supplies ......................... 108.65 
Convention Exp (Assembly) ....... 193.20 
Custodian HIR Exp ...................... 280.00 
Electricity (Otter Tail) ................. 767.00 
FMC Housing Allow .................... 381.50 
MDU ........................................... 516.00 
Insurance Exp ............................. 726.08 
Maintenance Exp ....................... 833.12 
Missions: 
  EaND Synod (May) ............. 1,333.34 
  Hope Center (May) ............... 200.00 
  LR Comm. Shelter (May) ....... 100.00 
  Luth. Soc. Serv. (May) ............. 86.67 
Office Equip ............................... 636.66 
Office Supplies ............................... 4.82 
Miscellaneous Exp ...................... 48.65: 
      Vanco .............................. 28.10 
      Ramsey Bank  (interest) . 20.55 
Pastor Housing Allowance ......  1,666.66 
Pastor Soc. Sec. Allowance ........ 367.46 

Payroll Exp .................................. 639.13 
Pension/Ins Exp  ...................... 3,773.30 
Postage Exp ................................ 191.50 
Retreat Center Expenses ...........222.78: 
   Greater Ramsey Water ......22.80 
   Nodak  ..............................116.00 
   Ace Hardware ....................83.98 
City of Devils L.ake ...................... 107.60 
NDTC (tele./internet/security) ... 363.29 
Wages .................................... 11,080.47 
VBS Exp ....................................... 659.45 
Youth Activity ............................. 650.00 
 
Total July 1st—31st 
Expenses .......................... $ 27,023.74 
Total JULY income ................. 26,068.66 
 (955.08) 
 

Line of Credit 
Balance owed to Ramsey Bank: 

$10,000.00 

MUST PRE-REGISTER 
Name:__________________ 
________________________ 
 
Phone #_________________ 
 
Email:__________________ 
 

$35/person  to be paid  
to secure a spot  

Contact :   
Diane 701-230-9433 

Lacey 406-930-1433 or 701-662-1858 

ST. OLAF RETREAT CENTER 
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Radio Fund 
In HONOR of 

Rodney Brown’s 85th Birthday from 
Rich & Carol Lybeck 

In MEMORY of 
Duane Bokn from Doug & Darlene 
Carlson, Carl & Alta Bloomquist, Hel-
en Armstrong, Marlys Sollin 
Adeline Miller, Cathie Lunde, Doug-
las Mootz, Vernell Soper, Roberta 
Soper, Janet Magnuson, Phyllis Dahl, 
Irma Carter, Nona Martz, Harriet 
Naas, Amy Mosbaek, James “Skinny” 
Hanson, Marilyn Pederson, Bev Lee 
and Evelyn Miller from Earl & Lois 
Isakson 
 

Altar Guild Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Jim Crane from Harris & Dianne 
Saele, Joe & Nan Yager 
Duane Bokn from Joe & Nan Yager 
 

St. Olaf Youth Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from Mike & Sherry 
Boehmer 
 

Youth Scholarship Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from Tom & Stacie Wade 
 

College Scholarship Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Bennett Borstad from  Sherri & Rene 
Ouellette and family 
 

General Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from  Rodger Haugen, 
Richard & Sandra Lunde 
Jim Crane from Carol & Duane Rieger 
 
 

Retreat Center Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from Gary Bryn 
 

Sunday School Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from Alvern Wentzel, Art 
& Carol Rohr 
 

WELCA Stewardship  
In HONOR of 

Marlene Tollefson’s & Marlys John-
son’s 85th Birthday from Larry & 
Betty Nygren 
 

Building Fund 
In MEMORY of 

Duane Bokn from Irving & Janice 
Thompson, Betty Soper 
Renil Hansen from Betty Soper 
Duane Bokn from Duane Moen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorials 
Welcome  

to the  
Question & 

Answer 
Section 

Simply stated, what does 
participation in communion 

represent? 

We offer Holy Communion eve-
ry Sunday in our worship ser-
vices at St. Olaf.  Holy Commun-
ion is one of two sacraments 
that we celebrate as Lutherans.  
Baptism is the other sacrament.   
When someone asks what does 
participation in communion rep-
resent, we go to the catechism 
which tells us that a sacrament 
is a command from God, where 
God’s Word is joined with com-
mon elements of bread and 
wine.  As Jesus explained at the 
Last Supper, Holy Communion 
makes the crucified and risen 
Christ present to us.  Ordinary 
things like bread and wine are 
consecrated through the Word 
of God to be his body and blood 
that we eat and drink. We call it 
the real presence of Jesus Christ 
and know this as a divine mys-
tery.  As stated in The Use of 
the Means of Grace: “Here we 
receive Christ’s body and blood 
and God’s gifts of forgiveness of 
sin, life, and salvation to be re-
ceived by faith for the strength-
ening of faith.”  We need Holy 
Communion for the blessings of 
being renewed, forgiven, and 
strengthened each week.  

Duane Bokn 

Prayer Chain 
If you or someone you 

know are in need of   

prayers,  

please contact: 

the church office:  

662-4911.  

Your name and concern 

will be held before God 

and prayed for by  

everyone on the  

Prayer Chain.  

 
You will be asked if you 

would like to be included in 

the prayers at Sunday wor-

ship or you may request it.  
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Fall  

 

Sale 
is October 7th from 8 am to 1 

pm. coffee, juice, rolls and donuts 

will be served beginning at 8am 

and a BBQ lunch from 11am until 

gone. 

 

Please bring your good, used, no 

longer wanted items to the 

church.  You may use the north 

entrance and leave them in the 

basement  inside the second set 

of doors.  Please no T-V's, moni-

tors, or printers. 

  

Friday, October 6th is "Set-up 

Day" and is a work intensive day.  

You retirees, we need you.  

Please consider lending a hand 

putting things out.  "Many hands 

make light work." 

Saturday the 7th we need folks 

who are willing to serve coffee, 

bag and tabulate purchases, cut 

desserts, serve  the BBQ lunch, 

and wash dishes.  Cleaning and 

packing up at end of sale requires 

many hands too.  Those of you 

willing to help with that should 

arrive about 12:45pm.  Come ear-

ly and have lunch. 

Double down on doughnuts! 
St Olaf is making doughnuts on back to back days!     

Pick which day works for you to come & join in the fun!  
Mornings.... 9-11 

 Wed. Sept 6 &  Thursday Sept. 7  dough assistants,  
samplers, baggers, rollers & fryers wanted.  

Get your fill of coffee & fresh doughnuts too! 
         Ladies, don't forget about WELCA gathering on Thursday, Sept. 7 at  

7:00pm. With bible study at 6:30pm before! 
ALL ST OLAF WOMEN ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE! 

PLANNING Oct 7th Rummage Sale 
Hope to see u all there.    Connie Hanson 351-1639 







Faith & Care Group #7—September 2017 Faith & Care Group #1 

October 2017 
662-5620 Duane A. & Pam Armstrong 
662-4959 Judy Aronson 
381-8263 Adam & Sara Bachmeier, Lane, Brooke, Brittany 
381-8823 Corey & Allyson Bartlett, Danielle, Anna, Miranda, Jayden 
662-6987  Pam Bartlett  
662-6054 Sarah Bergeron 
351-0879 Kyle & Karin Blanchfield, Warren, Landen 
292-4131 Rudi & Dianne Bloomquist 
662-5860 Michael & Sherry Boehmer, Cole 
662-6013 Paul & Karen Clementich, Sean, Blair & Erin 
662-4447 Livonia Crane 
662-4723 Robert Cruse 
662-1847 Bill & Angie DeWall, Jacquelyn, Janessa & Jadyn 
740-7607 Frans & Brittany Du Plessis, Ian, Jenner 
766-4041 Karen Duray 
351-7500 Aaron & Bethany Elshaug, Sophie 
393-4469 Norris & Renae Elshaug, Marti & Hannah 
350-0339 Codi Peterson Fandrich 
662-6872 Idelle Foss 
662-4113 Richard & Rita Foss 
662-8063 Roger & Michelle Fritz, Gregory, Rachel 
662-2043 Perry & Denise Garske 
*662-6923 Scott Gerrells, Kody, Robyn, Stevie 
662-2696 Monice Goodman 
662-8220 Nathan & Tasha Haaland, Christian, Emma 
662-8006 Bryan & Janet Hannesson, Benjamin, Logan 
662-8712 Gary Johnson, Brittany & Kayla 
204-2911 Connie Jorgenson 
662-5872 Steven & Becky Juntunen, Tenneil 
662-3517 Helena Ketterling 
662-6808 Dorothy Kitterman 
662-3067 Kristy Laber, Mason, Reiley, Tyler 
662-6634 Amy Lee, Austin & Brady 
351-5145 Joanne Legacie, Dustin, Brady 
662-1112 Newton & Karen Lindseth 
230-2349 Heather MacDonald, Aubrey, Burkley 
662-4346 Judy MacDonald  
230-8289 Karen Meier 
662-8857 Gladys Moen 
230-9003 Nick & Sarah Murchie, Easton 
662-7316 Keith & Cynthia Myhre 
662-1448 Cathy Odendaal 
662-2853 Mark & Eva Olson 
662-8944 Sharon Peterson 
662-4174 Hazel Ralston 
662-6011 Florene Rogne 
662-7287 Marcella Sackenreuter 
662-1109 Harris & Dianne Saele 
294-2500 Edward & Lois Senger 
662-4253 Marlys Sollin 
662-5928 Janice Sowatzki 
662-5272 Allen & Peggy Tabor 
662-2201 Muriel Thoreson 
230-3839 Nathan & Farrah Trottier 
662-8346 Marlene Young 
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Ray & Deb Bertsch 
Leonard & Marie Birkeland 
Carl & Alta Bloomquist 
Gordon & Marilyn Braathen 
Doug & Darlene Carlson 
Rhea Crane & Doug Longie 
Brad & Deb Eback, Marissa, Emily, Landen 
Chad & Alisha Ehnert, Morgan, Breydin 
Diane Engebretson & Gary Walkley  
Chad & Amanda Engen, Carter, Bennett, Athena 

Cory & Amy Everson, Faith, Blake 
Jim & Debra Frank, Darren, Malloree 
Rodney Franson 
Mark & Darci Gilbertson, Taylor, Wyatt 
Larry & Elda Hatten 
Kimberly Hatten 
Robert & Sheri Hatten, Kendall, Stephanie 
Steve & Sharon Johanson 
Roger & Yvonne Knutson 
Steve & Becky Lang, Amanda, Kaylee 
Judy Lee 
Jodie Longie, Madison, Rielly 
Denise Lysne, Carley 
Darin & Stacy MacDonald, Beth 
Vonda Markestad 
Ronald & Barbara Miller 
Jamie Minnerup,  Shayla, Shelby, Brynlee 

Arnold Moen 
Sharon Nelson & Olive Peterson 
Dan & Bonnie Ness, Nikki, Wyatt 
Alban Nordrum 
Kitty Overbo 
Kenneth & Joann Paulson 
 Brian Pederson 
Matthew & Sara Pederson, Ethan 
Kim Pederson 
Janet Peterson 
Brent & Toni Pflaum, Travis 
Kim Rau & Kevin Birkeland, Cody 
Dennis & Karen Riggin 
Lance & Tammy Riggin, Hunter, Nash, Harper 
Roxanne Rose  
R. Glenn & Ardys Salisbury  
Anna Schemionek  
Randy & Julie Schemionek, Alexus, Justin, Ryan 

Paul Skurdall 
Ray Sletteland 
Wayne Sorenson 
Brian Sowatzki & Deb Weber Brady, Griffin 
Michael & Cheryl Steffan 
Arlo & Darlene Svedberg, Erika 
Ashley Sylling, Saige 
Brad & Kris Thompson, Kayla, Kaitlyn, Austin 
Gary & Kerry Thompson 
Clarence Jr. & Linda Toso, Justin 
Jason & Niki Toso, Kyleigh, Kole 
June Tweeten 
Mary Vilandre 
James & Kelly Wang, Marit, Peter 
Steve Weber 
Dale Volk, Mason 
 
 
 
 
 




